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Stop delaying 
Holodomor bill, 
Wasylycia-Leis 

tells Tories 


By Marco Levytsky 

NDP MP Judy Wasylycia-Leis 
(Winnipeg North) told the govern- 
ment to stop delaying a bill recog- 
nizing the 1932-33 Famine in 
Ukraine as an act of genocide dur- 
ing a debate on Second Reading for 
a private member’s bill to establish 
a Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
Memorial Day on the fourth day of 
every November. 

“The question I have today is: 
Why is it taking so long? Why has 
this become a political football in 
the chamber? Why do we not, here 
and now, simply move unanimous 
consent to have all stages of this bill 
seen and heard as read and adopt it 
here and now, on the spot? That 
would be doing a great service to 
Ukrainian Canadians who have been 
fighting for this recognition for 
many years, certainly for as long as 
I have been in this place,” she said 
during a debate on Bill C-459, in- 
troduced in June by Conservative 
MP James Bezan (Selkirk— 
Interlake). 

"І can recall this discussion be- 
ing before the House 13 years ago. 
There were repeated motions over 
the course of the last decade. Yet for 
some reason we cannot seem to get 
the government of the day and all 
parties to agree to give it unanimous 
consent and see this as done. 
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*We do that from time to time. 
There is an ability in this place to 
compromise and collaborate and 
cooperate. We did it with respect to 
a bill I first introduced to recognize 
a national day of commemoration 
for the Holocaust. That bill was an 
idea that was grabbed on to by oth- 
ers and soon was adopted by the 
House. We could the same here,” 
continued Wasylycia-Leis 

“Tam wondering why we have to 
go through another long debate and 
tigorous process when in fact the 
House is in full agreement and we 
have the precedent of the Senate, the 
other House, having passed a simi- 
lar motion. There is no need for this 
to be delayed. There is no need for 
more procrastination. Let us just do 
it. 

“Or is there something I am miss- 
ing? Is there something that the 
member on the government side is 
not saying? Why has the govern- 
ment of the day not brought this for- 
ward as a motion and asked all mem- 
bers in the House to accept and 
adopt it? What is the delay? 

“Reading the newspapers, the 
Ukrainian Canadian community has 
had meetings with the Prime Min- 
ister. This was in the Ukrainian 
News back in December of 2007. 
There was a meeting with the Prime 
Minister about this issue. 

“The Ukrainian community was 
hoping that the Prime Minister 
would say yes, let us do it. Obvi- 
ously he did not. According to this 
newspaper article, the Prime Min- 
ister felt that the government still 
had to do a little more homework at 
its end. What homework? What 
more is needed? This is self-evident. 
The facts are in. 

“There is no question about the 
fact that almost 10 million Ukraini- 
ans were killed as a result of a de- 
liberate famine and genocide. That 
is a given. No one quibbles with the 
facts. Certainly all my colleagues in 
the New Democratic Party recog- 
nize this fact and are appalled by this 
chapter in our history that saw the 
death and slaughter of so many in- 
nocent people because of the 
Stalinist Communist regime that 
wanted to put an end to the Ukrai- 
nian spirit that we hold so dear in 
our hearts in Canada and are so 
proud of,” said Wasylycia-Leis. 

“As others have mentioned, the 
international recognition flame 
passed through Winnipeg recently, 
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МКРАЇНСЬКІ ВІСТІ 


Holodomor survivor Stefan Horlatsch with children at Тогопіо 5 City Hall. 


Remembrance Flame arrives in Canada 


(UkrNews/Orest Warnyca/UCC National/Winnipeg 
Free Press/Regina Leader-Post)— The International 
Holodomor Remembrance Flame arrived on Canadian 
soil on April 18. The Flame was presented during a 
ceremony at Toronto’s City Hall which also included 
the opening of the exhibit Holodomor: Genocide by 
Famine produced by the League of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans, reported UCC National. 


Presenting the Flame was Valentyn Adomaytis, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador in Australia and Stefan 
Romaniw, Chair of the International Coordinating 
Committee of Ukrainians World Congress and Presi- 
dent of the Association of Ukrainian Organizations in 
in Australia. As the Flame made its debut on the North 
American continent, it was accepted by Ukraine’s Am- 
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США закликали НАТО в грудні 
схвалити приєднання України до ПДЧ 


(Новинарі/5 канал/РБК-Украийна)- Сенат Сполу- 
чених Штатів Америки закликав міністрів закор- 
донних справ країн-членів НАТО схвалити на зустрі- 
чі в грудні 2008-го заявку України і Грузії про приєд- 
нання до Плану дій щодо членства в Альянсі. 

Співавтори документа - вісім американських сена- 
торів, зокрема всі троє кандидатів в президенти 
США - демократи Барак Обама і Гілларі Клінтон, і 
республіканець Джон Маккейн. У резолюції сенат 
"підтвердив підтримку майбутньому розширенню 
НАТО і включення в нього демократичних урядів, 
які можуть і хочуть нести обов'язки щодо членства 
в Альянсі". 

Варто зазначити, що Комітет закордонних справ 
Сенату США 22 квітня прийняв резолюцію М» 523 
на підтримку приєднання України i Грузії до ПДЧ. 

Ініціатором резолюції виступив голова комітету 
сенатор Джо Байден, а також - співголова комітету 
від республіканців сенатор Річард Лугар і всі три 
кандидати в президенти США: сенатори Джон Мак-- 
кейн, Барак Обама і Гілларі Клінтон. Комітет одно-- 


голосно проголосував на користь резолюції. 

23 квітня союз країн Центральної Європи, відомий 
як Вишеградська четвірка (Чехія, Словаччина, 
Угорщина і Польща), підтримав плани України i 
Грузії щодо вступу в НАТО. 

"Члени Вишеградської четвірки вважають, що 
приєднання України і Грузії до Плану дій про член-- 
ство в НАТО стане важливим кроком на шляху до 
поглиблення співпраці в сферах політики, колек- 
тивної оборони і безпеки, а також інших сферах", - 
говориться в заяві союзу. 

На останньому саміті НАТО, який пройшов 2-4 
квітня в Бухаресті, члени альянсу під тиском Himey— 
чині i Франції відмовили Києву і Тбілісі в негайному 
наданні ПДЧ, не дивлячись на те, що на користь 
швидкої інтеграції цих країн в Північноатлантичне 
співтовариство активно виступав президент США 
Джордж Буш. 

Проте, учасники НАТО пообіцяли, що Україна і 
Грузія рано чи пізно вступлять до альянсу, а надання 
im ПДЧ може відбутися вже в грудні 2008. 


В Україні починається популяризація вступу в НАТО 


(Новинар/Коммерсант)--В Україні починається 
інформаційна кампанія популяризації ідеї вступу 
країни в НАТО, на яку з держбюджету виділяється 
три мільйони доларів, пише видання Коммерсант в 
статті Україна закликає громадян в НАТО. 

Як підкреслює видання, влада сподівається CKO— 
ротити число супротивників цього плану до грудня, 
коли Київ розраховує приєднатися до Програми дій 
щодо членства в НАТО. 

Рішення провести подібну інформаційну кампанію 
українська влада прийняла на початку року, коли 
президент Віктор Ющенко, який є прихильником 


вступу країни до альянсу, заговорив про необхідність 
референдуму з цього питання. 

Як розповів виданню радник МЗС України, голова 
фонду "Демократичні ініціативи" Ілько Кучерів, ін-- 
формаційна робота вестиметься через держтеле-- 
радіокомпанії. 

За даними Київського міжнародного інституту 
соціології, які приводить газета, лише 18 відсотків 
громадян України виступають за інтеграцію країни 
в НАТО. Протицієї ідеї висловлюються 62 відсотки. 

У Західній Україні плани керівництва країни підтри-- 
мують 39 відсотків населення, на сході - б відсотків. 


2008 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
May 5-20; June9-24; July 14-29; Sept1-16; Oct6-21 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 
feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, churches and 


monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, working artists, 
meeting and talking with people and shopping. MAY & JUNE TOURS SOLD OUT. 


These 2008 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus 
with washroom and admissions to events. 


Vancouver or Місіогіа $4395. | Edmonton or Calgary 54295. 
___ Saskatoon or Regina $4195. Winnipeg $3995. Toronto 53895. 


Prices are per person (double occupancy: Single occupancy: add $400.) (High Season July Tour. add $300.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra costs. 


Complete information on Website at: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 or e-mail:ToursToUkraine @mts.net 


= TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 


Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 


ew by Phone! 


Ukrainian News now accepts 
VISA and Mastercard! 


Call (780) 488-3693 


Чи ви відновили Вашу передплату? 


Перевірте наліпку на газеті. Ваша передплата триватиме тільки 
до того часу який поданий внизу. 
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date given below. 


John O. Public 


May 15th - May 28th, 2008 , 


Anytown, Prov. Postal Code 


ЦІНИ/РВІСЕ5 
В Канаді / In Canada: 
1 pik/year (24 примірники/і58цез) $40.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 
2 poxu/years (48 примірників/їз5цез) $75.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]). 


В C.I.A. / In the U.S.A.: 
1 pik/year (24 примірники/і55це5) $45.00 (США) (US) 
2 poxn/years (48 npumipxuKis/issues) $85.00 (США) (US) 


Поза Канадою та С.Ш.А./Оиїзіде Canada апа the U.S.A.: 
1 pik/year (24 примірники/і55це5) $100.00 (Кан.) (Cnd.) 

2 роки/уєагз (48 примірників/їз5цез) $180.00 (Kau.)(Cnd.) 
Щоб відновити передплату, виповніть нижче подану форму 


та й пішліть до: To renew your subscription, please fill out the 
form below and mail it to: 


Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel.: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
Запевніть щоб всі чеки чи «моні ордери» подані були Ha Ukrainian 
News. Please make all cheques, ог money orders payable to Ukrainian 
News. 


Name 
Address 


City 


Ukrainian Мем/з/Українські вісті, May 1-13, 2008, 1-13 травня, 2008 


Ющенко та Саакашвілі 
звинуватили Москву у 
відкритій провокації проти Грузії 


(УНІАН)  -Україна i Грузія закликають Росію 
відмовитися від реалізації проголошених планів 
щодо Абхазії та Південної Осетії. 

Про це йдеться в переданій УНІАН прес-службою 
Міністерства закордонних справ України 30 квітня 
спільній заяві президентів України та Грузії Віктора 
Ющенка і Михайла Саакашвілі. 

"Президенти України та Грузії розглянули сучас- 
ний стан навколо врегулювання грузино-абхазького 
та грузино-південно-осетинського конфліктів. Вони 
висловили занепокоєння спробами Російської Фе- 
дерації поставити під сумнів територіальну ціліс- 
ність Грузії шляхом підвищення статусу відносин з 
Абхазією та Південною Осетією". — йдеться в доку-- 
менті. - Таким чином, самопроголошені республіки 
фактично підштовхуються до відокремлення від 
Грузії". 

Україна та Грузія засуджують "останні заяви 
російських представників про можливість застосу-- 
вання Росією "військових засобів" для захисту 
співвітчизників в Абхазії". "Це не може бути інтер-- 
претовано інакше як загроза силою i є відкритою 
провокацією проти Грузії", - наголошують автори 
заяви. 

"Україна та Грузія підтверджують, що вирішення 
грузино-абхазького та грузино-південно-осетин-- 
ського конфліктів можливе лише мирними засобами 
i в рамках резолюцій Ради Безпеки ООН, зокрема 
резолюції РБ 1808 від 15 квітня 2008 року, - 
підкреслюється в заяві і зазначається: "Ці резолюції, 
як відомо, закликають держави-члени ООН поважа - 
ти суверенітет, незалежність і територіальну 
ціліність Грузії в межах її міжнародно визнаних 
кордонів". 

Як підкреслюють автори заяви, "останні рішення 
Російської Федерації загрожують імплементації цих 
принципів, створюють додаткову напруженість і 


підривають зусилля щодо досягнення миру в регіоні, 
в яких Росія сама бере участь". 

"Україна та Грузія закликають Російську Федера- 
цію відмовитися від реалізації проголошених планів 
щодо Абхазії та Південної Осетії. Україна готова 
розглянути питання про свою участь у миротворчих 
операціях разом з іншими зацікавленими сторо-- 
нами", - наголошують Ющенко i Саакашвілі. 

Україна підтримує нову ініціативу Президента 
Грузії, спрямовану на мирне врегулювання грузино- 
абхазького конфлікту, i сподівається на конструк - 
тивну реакцію на неї з боку абхазької сторони, 
йдеться в заяві. 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 29 квітня, МЗС РФ пові- 
домило, що розвиток подій в зоні грузино-абхазь- 
кого конфлікту диктує необхідність збільшення 
особового складу Колективних сил СНД з підтримки 
миру (КСПМ) у межах чисельності, визначеної 
рішенням Ради глав держав СНД від 22 серпня 1994 
року - до 3 тис. військовослужбовців. 

Влада Грузії назвала категорично неприйнятним 
для Тбілісі збільшення кількості російського Mupo— 
творчого контингенту в Абхазії. 

Президент Грузії Саакашвілі заявив, звертаючись 
учора ввечері до жителів Абхазії та Південної Осетії, 
що Грузія не збирається використовувати військо-- 
вий спосіб вирішення конфліктів, і закликав абхазів 
і осетинів разом будувати спільне майбутнє. 

«Наш план дій - не війна, а створення нових робо-- 
чих місць. Не протистояння, а турбота про наших 
дітей і літніх людей, підвищення пенсій, будівництво 
лікарень і шкіл. Не розділення, а розвиток туризму 
і сільського господарства, зростання доходів людей, 
поява можливостей для успішного життя. Я впев-- 
нений, що ми зможемо всі разом виконати цей план. 
Наш непохитний курс - не руйнування ворожнечею, 
а будівництво з любов'ю», - сказав Саакашвілі. 


Вибух у київському парку 
Шевченка був терактом? 


(УНІАН )- -Міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій Лу-- 
ценко не виключає, що вибух у київському парку 
Шевченка 21 квітня був терактом.. 

«Основна версія - це хуліганство або терористич-- 
ний акт з боку екстремістських угруповань, які, 
можливо, таким чином, святкували день народження 
Гітлера», - заявив 23 квітня Луценко, відповідаючи 
на питання кореспондента УНІАН. 

Міністр зазначив, що активізація такого роду 
угруповань в Україні стає «все більш відчутною». 
«Це велика проблема, і в даному разі, звичайно, 
MBC робитиме все від нас залежне, щоб зловити і 
покарати зловмисників», - наголосив Луценко. 

При цьому він додав, що для такої роботи 
необхідна активізація діяльності прокуратури, яка 


займається проблемою расової і національної 
ворожості. 

«Зараз ця стаття практично не працює, і це є CTBO— 
ренням певного клімату, який дає можливість акти» - 
візуватися екстремістським і профашистським ор-- 
ганізаціям», - зазначив глава МВС. 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 21 квітня о 19.30 в парку 
Шевченка в Києві спрацював невідомий вибуховий 
пристрій. Потужність вибуху становила до 100 rB 
тротиловому еквіваленті. 

В результаті вибуху були поранені дві студентки 
Університету ім. Тараса Шевченка, які в той момент 
йшли неподалік. 

За фактом вибуху столична міліція порушила 
кримінальну справу. 


БЮТ оскаржить у суді реєстрацію "клона" 


(УНІАН )- -Блок Юлії Тимошенко звернеться до 
суду у зв'язку з реєстрацією Київським тервибор-- 
чкомом клону БЮТ на виборах до Київської міської 
ради. 

Як повідомили УНІАН у прес-службі БЮТ, про 
це заявив кандидат на посаду мера Києва від БЮТ 
Олександр Турчинов 30 Квітня. 

«На жаль, брудні технології — це те, що викорис-- 
товували і продовжують використовувати проти 
нашої політичної сили, розуміючи, що нічого іншого 
вони не можуть протиставити», - сказав він. 

«Також це є свідченням того, що сьогодні Київ- 
ська територіальна виборча комісія повністю під-- 
контрольна міській владі, зокрема команді Черно-- 
вецького, які не нехтують такими брудними техно- 
логіями», - зазначив Турчинов. 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, 29 квітня Київська міська 
територіальна виборча комісія прийняла до уваги 


заяву блоку «Київський прорив» про зміну назви. 
У цьому документі блок повідомляє, що 25 квітня 
продовжилась робота міжпартійної конференції 
блоку «Київський прорив», на якій прийнято 
рішення про зміну назви блоку на «Блок Тимошенко 
- Київський прорив». 

На цій же конференції партія «Єдина родина», яка 
входила до складу блоку, оголосила про свій вихід з 
блоку i про відмову кандидатів «Єдиної родини» 
балотуватися на виборах до Київради. 

Вся ця інформація сьогодні була прийнята до 


уваги членами територіальної виборчої комісії, i від-- 
повідними постановами було скасовано реєстрацію 
кандидатів у списку блоку «Київський прорив», які 
представляли партію «Єдина родина». 

29 квітня на засіданні КМТВК також було за- 
тверджено текст виборчого бюлетеню на вибори до 
Київради з урахуванням проведеного жеребкування, 
атакож бюлетеню на виборах Київського міського 
голови, де кандидати будуть розміщувати в алфа- 
вітному порядку. 

В інтерв'ю журналістам голова тервиборчкому 
Галина Білик повідомила, що форма бюлетенів 
затверджена Центральною виборчою комісією. 

Згідно з законодавством, виборчий бюлетень до 
Київради матиме зеленуватий колір і буде довжиною 
до 80 см, а бюлетень на вибори столичного голови 
матиме бежевий колір і буде до | м в довжину. 

За словами Білик, поліграфкомбінат з технічних 
можливостей не може виготовляти бюлетені, довші 
за 1 м. Виборчі бюлетені, за інформацією Білик, 
друкуватиме поліграфкомбінат «Україна». 

Як повідомляв УНІАН, жеребкування щодо 


розміщення назв політичних партій та блоків у 
виборчому бюлетені депутатів Київради відбулося 
29 квітня. Блок «Київський прорив» (нині «Блок 
Тимошенко - Київський прорив») отримав М217 у 
цьому бюлетені. Блок Юлії Тимошенко, згідно з 
результатами жеребкування, у виборчому бюлетені 


буде під номером 25. 
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Stop delaying Holodomor bill, Wasylycia-Leis tells Tories 


Cont. from Page 1 

as it has passed through so many 
other cities and villages across this 
country. That was just last week. It 
was remarkable to see the survivors 
still coming out, as they have done 
year after year for similar ceremo- 
nies, and to see the hope in their eyes 
that finally Parliament might do 
something. It is hard to describe here 
in the chamber, but there is an an- 
ticipation and an impatience among 
Ukrainian Canadians to see this 
done and to see it done right and 
done immediately. 

“Let us not forget why we are 
here. Let us not forget our obliga- 
tion to keep alive the flame so that 
others can learn from the pain of the 
past. Let us not ever forget the fight- 
ing spirit of Ukrainians around the 
world and the contribution that 
Ukrainian Canadians have made to 
this country, because they brought 
that fighting spirit here to help pio- 
neer and build this nation. They have 
made an incredible difference eco- 
nomically, socially, culturally and 
spiritually,” she added. 

Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Centre) submitted a pri- 
vate member’s bill on June 5, 2007, 
but Bezan introduced his on June 13. 
The following day Wrzesnewskyj 
tried to get unanimous approval to 
move the bill his own bill through 
all three stages, but that was denied 
when several Conservatives said 
nay. 

Wrzesnewskyj, who was on the 
list of speakers, but didn’t get a 
chance to speak because time ran 
out, says that means the debate will 
now continue after a month’s time. 

If the debate is closed after that, 
it will take about a week or two to 
call a vote on second reading and 
then the bill goes into committee. 
The committee then has to allow 
time for hearings, which means it 
may be December before the bill 
goes to third and final reading. 

By that time the У anniversary 
of the Holodomor will have finished 
and if an election is called before 
then, the bill will simply die on the 
order paper, he said. 

The one way to speed the process 
up is to make it a government bill 
instead of a private member’s one, 
Wrzesnewskyj said. 

“They're the government. It’s 
their prerogative. They introduce the 
legislation. They know they have the 
Liberal support and the NDP sup- 
port, so theyll have a majority,” he 
added. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress has asked the government to 
introduce the Holodomor Bill as a 
government bill instead of a private 
member’s опе. 

Та introducing the bill for second 
reading Bezan said that for decades 
the truth about this horrific crime 
was suppressed by Soviet authori- 
ties. 

*Canada has a longstanding his- 
tory of condemning all war crimes, 
crimes against humanity, and geno- 
cides. That is why today we are de- 
bating an act to establish a Ukrai- 
nian genocide Holodomor and fam- 
ine memorial day. This bill not only 
designates the fourth Saturday in 
November as a memorial day for the 
Ukrainian famine but also acknowl- 
edges the famine as an act of geno- 
cide. 

“Across Canada right now 
Holodomor activities are taking 

place, largely sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and 
its membership organizations. They 
are doing things such as holding 
memorials in a number of cities. 
Right now there is the international 
remembrance flame tour with the 


flame being carried by Stefan 
Horlatsch, who I had the pleasure 
of meeting a couple of weeks ago. 

“Stefan is a survivor of the 
Holodomor, the famine in the 
Ukraine that was imposed upon him 
as a small child by Stalin. Stefan has 
some recollections of that horrific 
experience and is sharing that story 
as he travels across Canada carry- 
ing the international flame and talk- 
ing about the problems that he en- 
dured as a child and his journey to 
get out of the Soviet Union,” said 
Bezan. 

Speaking for the government, Jim 
Abbott, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Canadian Heritage, was careful to 
avoid the word “genocide”. 

“Our government supports the ef- 
forts to remember the victims of the 
great famine and the reasons behind 
their deaths as a way to prevent his- 
tory from repeating itself. We be- 
lieve that the famine of 1932-33 was 
a great tragedy which claimed mil- 
lions of lives in the former Soviet 
Union, most notably in Ukraine. 
Canada believes that commemorat- 
ing this event is one way to ensure 
that such tragedy does not occur 
again. 

“The bill before us seeks to rec- 
ognize and honour the victims of the 
great famine. The government con- 
curs wholeheartedly with the need 
for recognition of the victims and 
the commemoration of their suffer- 
ing, to understand the reasons be- 
hind this tragedy. Not forgetting the 
horrors of the great famine is among 
the best memorials we can give its 
victims. Remembrance is a living 
memorial to the victims and their 
loss of life, human rights and dig- 
nity. 

Bloc Quebecois MP Maile Faille 
(Vaudreuil-Soulanges) went even 
further, making it clear her party has 
reservations about the use of the 
term “genocide”. 

“Two criteria are important in rec- 
ognizing a genocide. First of all, a 
distinction must be made between a 
crime against humanity and geno- 
cide. The consequences are similar. 
However, upon researching the mat- 
ter internationally, it appears that the 
term genocide has not yet been rec- 
ognized by Canada when it comes 
to what happened in Ukraine... In 
Russia, other groups within the ter- 
ritory were also the targets of this 
famine. Of course, historians agree 
on the existence of the great fam- 
ine, but where they do not agree is 
on the qualifier, that is, whether it 
was a crime against humanity or a 
genocide. In committee, members 
will be able to hear from witnesses 
and reach a conclusion,” she said 
speaking in French. 

Faille continued that Moscow 
wanted to industrialize the USSR as 
quickly as possible by maximizing 
grain sales to other countries and 
that Stalin was afraid of losing 
Ukraine to Poland. 

“These elements lead us to ques- 
tion the thesis of genocide as an ex- 
planation of the great famine, if we 
go by the definition in the United 
Nations Convention on the Preven- 
tion and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide. This must not prevent 
acknowledgement of the tragedy 
that occurred,” said Faille. 

Liberal MP Andrew Telegdi 
(Kitchener— Waterloo) said “there 
is NO question in my mind at all that 
it was a genocide. 

“I can speak from the viewpoint 
of someone who as actually lived 
under the brutal heels of Joseph 
Stalin and what it did to societies 
behind the iron curtain,” added 
Telegdi who came to Canada as a 
refugee following the 1956 Soviet 


invasion of Hungary. 

“When my colleague mentions 
that people disappeared into Sibe- 
ria and there was just a state of ter- 
ror, I can attest to that. I can attest to 
the paranoia when that black car 
came by or came down the street, 
as to who would be picked up and 
taken away,” he said. 

"І think the horrors of Joseph 
Stalin have to be recognized, and we 
have to recognize this as a geno- 
cide,” added Telegdi. 

Conservative Joy Smith 
(Kildonan—St. Paul) asked Bezan 
to explain “why this should be 
termed a genocide, and why there 
should be a special day that we re- 
member this genocide, this dark 
chapter in history against the inno- 
cent people of Ukraine?” 

Bezan replied that “if we look at 
the definition of what it is in the UN 
Convention, we can see that it is a 
genocide. We already have a total 
of 20 countries that have recognized 
it as a genocide, including the US 
Senate and the US Congress, the Ca- 
nadian Senate, Argentina, Australia, 
Brazil and more. 

“The US actually conducted a 
commission, the US Congress asked 
for a commission to be done on the 
Ukrainian famine back in 1988. In 
that, they made 19 findings, and they 
said, in no uncertain terms, this was 
a genocide, it was a man-made fam- 
ine, and it was done to exterminate 
the Ukrainian people,’ added Bezan. 

Liberal Bob Rae (Toronto Centre) 
noted that “the 20th century was 
without question the most violent 
century in history in which human 
beings demonstrated their extraor- 
dinary capacity for evil and for cre- 
ating hardship, havoc, death and de- 
struction for literally tens of millions 
of their fellow citizens. 

“Tt was a century in which pow- 
erful ideologies, ideologies at some 


basic level founded on hatred, seized 
hold of not only individual hearts 
and minds of men and women but 
seized hold of whole countries and 
whole systems of government. 

He also mentioned the Great Leap 
Forward in China during the fifties 
which also caused millions of deaths 
through forced collectivization and 
asked members to reflect on other 
genocides that took place in our life- 
times. 

“We were all brought up to be- 
lieve that we would learn lessons 
from the Holocaust, we would learn 
lessons from the tragedy of Ukraine, 
we would learn lessons from what 
has taken place in other countries. 
Yet in our own time and in our own 


Жертводавці 
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«Українських 
Вісті» 


generation we have seen mass mur- 
der on a huge scale. We now esti- 
mate that as many as four million 
people may have been killed in the 
conflict in the eastern part of the 
Congo. We know that as many as 
two million people have died in 
southern Sudan as a result of the 
civil war which went on there for 
over a 20 year period. And we know 
tragically in the case of Cambodia, 
in the case of Rwanda, we know 
how dramatic and how destructive 
when these ideologies take hold and 
how little human life counts and 
how much murder and destruction 
can take place. It is almost mind- 
boggling to see it and to understand 
it,” said Rae. 
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The Ukrainian Dnipro Ensemble 
of Edmonton 
has a vacancy for a rehearsal pianist. 


Good sight reading skills a must and preferably, experience at ac- 
companying a choir and following a conductor. Rehearsals are held 
every Monday evening from 7:30 to 10:00 p.m. at St. John’s Insti- 
tute - 11024 - 82 Ave. 


Interested persons should contact 
Luba Feduschak, President, at (780) 235 6480. 


Dnipro is in its 55" year, it is a mixed community 
chorus of approximately 50 voices. 
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Exclusive Alberta Engayement! 
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Thursday, May 22, 8pm 
Myer Horowitz Theatre 
U of A Campus (SUB) 
Tickets ticketmaster.ca 780-451-8000 
presentedy Global Arts Concerts 
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Bulgarian Heritage Society of Edmonton 
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“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 
(adjacent to funeral home) о 
+ family owned since 1941 » 

* prearranged funeral specialists « 


* wheelchair accessible * 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 
Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, President 
Kristie Smolyk, Vice President 
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Yushchenko criticizes Parliamentary 
Constitutional Commission 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko told а press 
conference on April 24 that the intention to change the 
constitution through the ad hoc parliamentary commis- 
sion is a “rowdy attempt that has no prospect,” RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

Yushchenko was apparently responding to represen- 
tatives of the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc who accused him 
of disrupting the constitutional process and announced 
the intention to set up such a commission. 

Yushchenko believes that the only way to improve 
the Ukrainian Constitution is for its conception to be 
worked out by the National Constitutional Council with 
the participation of politicians, Constitutional Court 
judges, experts on constitutional law, human rights de- 
fenders, and other experts. Then, Yushchenko contin- 
ued, it might be useful to conduct public hearings, af- 
ter which the president will submit the bill to parlia- 
ment as urgent. 

The parliament sets up a parliamentary commission 
to examine procedural issues and after approval by a 
simple majority, sends the bill to the Constitutional 
Court. After approval by the Constitutional Court, the 
draft constitution could be adopted in parliament by a 
two-thirds majority. Yushchenko added that the 


Verkhovna Rada should take a constructive part in the 
constitutional process, and the will of the nation should 
be expressed in a referendum. 

President Yushchenko also said on April 24 that, tak- 
ing account of current realities, the discussion on chang- 
ing the form of government in Ukraine is out of date, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported. 

Recently, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko an- 
nounced that the parliamentary bloc bearing her name 
will initiate constitutional changes to transform Ukraine 
into a parliamentary republic. 

“Ts an unstable institution able to form a stable na- 
tional development? Is it able to bring a responsibility 
for a policy, for a course of stability while itself being 
unstable? No, of course not,” Yushchenko said, refer- 
ring to the Verkhovna Rada. 

“When the parliamentary republic is mentioned, you 
should read in parentheses: the republic of the prime 
minister. This poses a big threat to our children, our 
future. This is not a model we can accept easily,” 
Yushchenko said. 

“Lam deeply convinced that in a transitional period, 
a period of a transformation, the presidential form of 
government is more effective,” he added. 


Yanukovych, Tymoshenko lead in presidential 
race, BYuT in parliamentary — poll 


(UNIAN) —If the presidential elections were held 
now, Party of Regions leader Victor Yanukovych and 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko would get the most 
votes. 

And in \pairlamentary polls, the eponymous Yulia 
Tymoshenko bloc leads. 

These are the results of a poll released the Ukrainian 
Center for Economical and Political Studies named after 
O. Razumkov. The poll was carried out on April 11-17. 

In particular, 27.8% of those polled were ready to 
vote for Victor Yanukovych, and 25.3% for Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

Incumbent President Viktor Yushchenko has the sup- 
port of 11.6% of respondents; Volodymyr Lytvyn 6.7%, 
Socialist Party leader Oleksander Moroz 1.4%, Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party leader Natalia Vitrenko 1.2%. 

Of those polled, 8.5% would vote against all candi- 
dates, and 12.3% would not answer. 


In a Tymoshenko-Yanukovych runoff, Tymoshenko 
wins 39.6% to 36.9%. 

If Tymoshenko and Yushchenko entered the second 
round, 32.9% would vote for Tymoshenko, and 15% 
for Yushchenko. 

In a Yushchenko-Victor Yanukovych runoff, 
Yanukovych wins 37.7% to 31.4%. 

In parliamentary elections, according to the same 
poll, 28.3% of those polled would vote for B YuT, 26.8% 
for the Party of Regions, 8.4% for Our Ukraine — 
People’s Self-Defense Bloc, 5.8% for the Communist 
Party, and 5.1% for the Lytvyn’s Bloc. 

At the same time 9.2% of those polled would vote 
against all blocs, while 11.4% of respondents could not 
answer the question. 

A total, 2,019 respondents aged over 18 were ques- 
tioned in all regions of Ukraine. The margin of error Is 
up to 2.3%. 


Ukraine, Canada, sign military cooperation pact 


(UNIAN) —The Defense Ministry of Ukraine and the 
National Defense Department of Canada have signed 
a Plan for Bilateral Cooperation in 2008. 

According to the press-service of the Ukrainian De- 
fense Ministry, the document was signed on April 22 
in Kyiv by Defense Ministry’s international coopera- 
tion department chief Ivan Androsenko and Lt. Col. 
Michael Jordan, military attaché at the Canadian Em- 
bassy to Ukraine. 

The plan calls for military-political consultations be- 
tween the military departments of Ukraine and Canada, 
as well as other measures, which will help broaden mili- 
tary ties between the two countries. A particular atten- 


BYuT fights 
to oust prosecutor 


(RFE/RL)—The Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (B YuT) has 
started collecting signatures in support of the dismissal 
of Prosecutor-General Oleksandr Medvedko, RFE/RL's 
Ukrainian Service reported on April 29. 

Valeriy Pysarenko of the BYuT said that the initia- 
tive was prompted by the situation that emerged in the 
State Property Fund. According to Pysarenko, the BYuT 
faction will insist that the issue of Medvedko’s dismissal 
be included into the agenda of the Verkhovna Rada on 
its first session after the Orthodox Easter holiday. 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on April 25 at- 
tempted for the second time to replace the head of the 
State Property Fund, Valentyna Semenyuk, with Andriy 
Portnoy. 

ane eovermmentis Giemsa easemenyuk was once 


Ni the same time, the codeainied? 5 decision was ор- 
posed by the Prosecutor-General’s Office, which, ac- 
cording to legislation, suspended it. However, the goy- 
ernment immediately overruled the objection of the 
Prosecutor-General’s Office. 


tion is paid to the joint participation of the two coun- 
tries in drills and field exercises. 

Androsenko thanked the Canadian side for the long- 
lasting and fruitful help in training Ukrainian military 
men at language and professional courses in Canada. 

On his part, Jordan assured the Ukrainian side of 
keeping on the cooperation, and stressed he has been 
doing his best to increase the number of Ukrainians 
invited to the language and professional courses in 
Canada. 

The sides also shared their opinions about the inter- 
national security and peacemaking missions of the two 
countries. 


Tymoshenko says 
Yushchenko blocks 
her initiatives 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko on April 21 told the German daily “Frank- 
furter Allgemeine Zeitung” that President Viktor 
Yushchenko has effectively blocked “by decree” around 
20 government initiatives aimed at boosting transpar- 
ency and fighting corruption. 

“J think the reason is that the president is thinking 
hard about the...[2009] presidential election and sees 
me as a competitor,” Tymoshenko said. 

“But this competition should not stop transparency 
and reforms in my country.” Yushchenko earlier this 
month issued a decree to cancel the sale of four re- 
gional electricity producers, claiming that the sale of 
key state-owned enterprises is unconstitutional, 

“Personally, I think the ban on strategic privatizations 
is ruining the investment climate in Ukraine,” 
Tymoshenko said. 
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б, че Government Gouvernement 
of Canada du Canada 


Зменшення завал імміграційних 
справ у Канаді 


іммігранти допомагали будувати нашу прекрасну Канаду від 
самого початку. 


Уряд Канади вірить в імміграцію: ми хочемо, що іммігранти 
приїжджали до нас, щоб родини возз'єднувалися швидше, щоб 
потреби ринку праці задовольнялися. 


На сьогодні імміграційна завала становить 925 000 справ. Це 
означає, що час очікування може досягати шести років. 


Ось чому Уряд Канади пропонує заходи на скорочення очікування. 


До цих важливих заходів, коли вони набудуть чинності, 
відноситимуться: 


» Збільшення ресурсів: Додатково 109 млн. доларів на прискорення обробки заяв. 
а \ 
- Прискорення обробки: Спроможність до прискореного розглянення новоподаних заяв. 


0 Кращі можливості для RP ates aby enya Встановлення узгодження між навичками 
та нашими господарчими потребами. 


- Повна обробка: Всі на сьогодні накопичені заяви буде оброблено. 
Ці заходи перебувають зараз на розгляді в Парламенті. 


Всі ці зміни знаходяться у згоді з Канадською хартією прав та свобод та Законом про 
імміграцію та захист біженців. 


Канада потребує гнучкої, швидкої та справедливої до всіх імміграцій! 
тому ми й зменшуємо імміграційну завалу. 


Докладнішу інформацію можна отримати за телефоном 1 800 O-Canada 
(1-800-622-6232), телетайпом ТТУ: 1-800-926-9105 


або відвідавши наш веб-сайт www.cic.gc.ca/backlog 
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Government should make 
Holodomor bill its own — now 


In the last issue we noted that it would be most appropriate for the Соу- 
ernment of Canada to recognize the 1932-33 Famine in Ukraine as the act 
of genocide it truly was by the time Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
pays his official state visit at the end of this month. 

We now know that this will not be the case. Not unless the government 
itself decides to introduce an act to recognize the Holodomor as an act of 
genocide and set aside the fourth Saturday of every November to com- 
memorate it as such. Because if it continues to allow Selkirk-Interlake 
MP James Bezan’s private member’s bill to wind its tortuous way through 
the all the stages of parliamentary procedure, this will take quite a long 
time, and may even fall by the wayside. The Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity through its umbrella body, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, has 
specifically asked the government to make the Holodomor bill a govern- 
ment bill. But so far the government has given no indication that it’s pre- 
pared to take that route. і 

Debate on James Bezan’s private member’s bill was limited to one hour 
on April 29. Since time ran out before the last speaker, Etobicoke Centre 
МР Вогуз Wrzesnewskyj got a chance to rise, the debate will continue 
(for another hour) after about a month. If there are no more speakers after 
him, then the bill goes to a vote on second reading, which will last another 
couple of weeks. If there are, it will be delayed even further. It then goes 
to committee, which has to announce and hold hearings. And the Bloc 
Quebecois has given the House of Commons notice it will make this part 
of the process an arduous one. If everything goes right, it will still take up 
to December to get final approval. If not — next year. In both cases this 
will be after the 75 anniversary of the Holodomor has drawn to a close in 
November. And if an election is called between now and then, the bill just 
dies on the order paper. 

If the government really wanted to get this bill through quickly and to 
get it in time for President Yushchenko visit — it could do so. Winnipeg 
North MP Judy Wasylycia-Leis noted that all parties cooperated to speed 
the process on a bill she first introduced to recognize a national day of 
commemoration for the Holocaust. And in 2000, the Alberta government 
rammed a Holocaust memorial bill through so quickly that groups like the 
Ukrainians, who wanted to make representations about having their own 
historic tragedies commemorated, didn’t even get the chance to make them. 

Wasylycia-Leis openly wondered whether the federal government has 
a hidden agenda. 

715 there something I am missing? Is there something that the member 
on the government side is not saying? Why has the government of the day 
not brought this forward as a motion and asked all members in the House 
to accept and adopt it? What is the delay?” she queried. 

“Reading the newspapers, the Ukrainian Canadian community has had 
meetings with the Prime Minister. This was in the Ukrainian News back 
in December of 2007. There was a meeting with the Prime Minister about 
this issue. 

“The Ukrainian community was hoping that the Prime Minister would 
say yes, let us do it. Obviously he did not. According to this newspaper 
article, the Prime Minister felt that the government still had to do a little 
more homework at its end. What homework? What more is needed? This 
is self-evident. The facts are in,” said Wasylicia-Leis. 

We too believe that the government is needlessly delaying this whole 
process. If they were serious about recognizing the Holodomor, they would 
have allowed unanimous passage for Wrzesnewskyj’s bill in June, 2007. 
But both Chief Government Whip Jay Hill and House Leader Peter Van 
Loan denied it. Therefore, it’s high time members of our community let 
their MPs know that we’ve had enough of this run-around. The UCC is 

urging the Prime Minister to pass a Holodomor Bill in time for President 
Yushchenko’s visit. There is a petition being circulated calling upon the 
government to do so. Sign the petition. Call your MP. Visit him or her in 
person and tell them you’ve had enough. Leave them with this parting 
message: 

Don’t give us any more talk about the Holodomor bill. Just get it done 

— and get it done now! 
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Tymoshenko chooses 
parliamentary republic 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko has suffered a crashing defeat over 
his plan to change the constitution. Not only has it be- 
come clear that Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko will 
not support his plan to boost presidential powers, but 
she has sided with his eternal opponents, the Party of 
Regions (PRU), in order to change the constitution in 
the opposite direction. Tymoshenko has declared her 
support for a parliamentary republic in which the presi- 
dent would perform mainly representational functions. 
At the same time, the Constitutional Court (CC) has 
forbidden Yushchenko to amend the constitution 
through a referendum 

Ever since his election as president in December 
2004, Yushchenko has been unhappy with the consti- 
tutional reform of 2004-2006 which strengthened par- 
liament and the Cabinet of Ministers at the expense of 
the president. The reform has been viewed in his camp 
as a time bomb planted by the corrupt old elite, who 
were defeated in 2004, in order to prevent Yushchenko 
from reforming. Yushchenko wanted to restore the 
strong presidential authority that his predecessor Le- 
onid Kuchma had wielded. Tymoshenko backed him 
on this, while the PRU, since its leader Viktor 
Yanukovych was defeated by Yushchenko in 2004, has 
been in favor of further weakening the presidential au- 
thority. 

Yushchenko’s plan has been to change the constitu- 
tion by bypassing parliament through a popular refer- 
endum, as he has never commanded the two-thirds par- 
liamentary, majority that is needed to amend the con- 
stitution. At the end of 2007 Yushchenko set up the 
National Constitutional Council to draft amendments 
to the constitution that would reverse the constitutional 
reform. The Council initially included representatives 
of all the major parties, but the PRU withdrew from it 
in early 2008 and Tymoshenko’s representatives have 
been little more than passive observers 

Instead, the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc (BYT) agreed 
with the PRU to set up a commission in parliament to 
draft constitutional amendments separately from the 
presidential team. Yushchenko sensed betrayal. 
Tymoshenko justified his fears, addressing the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, a pan- 
European human rights watchdog, on April 16. She said 
that she was in favor of transforming Ukraine into a 
parliamentary republic, the dominant form of govern- 
ment in the European Union. 

“We must... make Ukraine a traditional parliamen- 
tary republic in line with European experience,” she 
said. “A parliamentary republic — І don’t need to ex- 
plain this to you — has significant advantages over 


any strong and monopolized system of government.” 
Tymoshenko detailed her design of a parliamentary 
republic for Ukraine, speaking in a TV interview on 
April 20. She said that the president should still be 
elected in a nationwide poll, but his role in politics 
should be diminished. “It will be like in Germany. There 
is the chancellor, and there is order,” she said. 

Tymoshenko expressed the hope that within the next 
several weeks parliament would give preliminary ap- 
proval to constitutional amendments providing for tran- 
sition to a parliamentary republic. She stressed that 
Ukraine needed those amendments “more than any 
other reform,” Unlike Yushchenko, Tymoshenko is 
confident that her amendments will be backed in par- 
liament, as BYT and the PRU together control more 
than two-thirds of the seats there. 

In contrast, Yushchenko’s reform design has been 
buried by the CC. Several months ago Yushchenko re- 
quested the CC to come up with a ruling on whether 
the constitution could be changed through a referen- 
dum, and on April 18 the CC said a decisive “no.” CC 
Chief Judge Andry Stryzhak explained that the presi- 
dent should first submit draft constitutional amend- 
ments to parliament, which will decide whether to for- 
ward them to the CC to determine their legality. If the 
CC delivers a positive verdict, parliament should adopt 
a respective bill by 300 votes, corresponding to two- 
thirds of its members. Only after that could the bill be 
approved by a referendum, Stryzhak said. 

BYT hailed the CC ruling. Tymoshenko did not rule 
out holding an early parliamentary election after the 
constitution has been amended, which should be pos- 
sible by the end of 2008. This probably means that 
Tymoshenko no longer believes in the viability of 
People’s Self-Defense bloc (NUNS), the ruling coali- 
tion with Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine. NUNS chairman 
Vyacheslav Kyrylenko denounced Tymoshenko’s in- 
tention to build a parliamentary republic or, as he put 
it, “deprive the president of his authority and pass it to 
parliamentary caucuses and a certain chancellor who 
will be appointed by those caucuses”. 

Kyrylenko went as far as to claim that Tymoshenko’s 
constitutional design “poses a real threat to the territo- 
rial integrity and independence of Ukraine,” and he 
warned the BYT against negotiating with the PRU be- 
hind NUNS’s back. Not everybody in NUNS shares 
this opinion, however. Oles Dony, a member of People’s 
Self-Defense (NS), which is Our Ukraine’s junior part- 
ner in NUNS, said that the majority of NS members 
support the plans of the BYT and the PRU to set up a 
commission in parliament in order to amend the con- 
stitution. Yushchenko is losing supporters in his own 


party. 


Chornoby] disaster officially over in Belarus 


By David Marples 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Approaching the 22nd an- 
niversary of the nuclear accident at the Chornoby] plant 
in northern Ukraine, which was commemorated in 
Belarus by the opposition with a march through Minsk 
on April 26, two Belarusian scientists have firmly reit- 
erated the official government position that irradiated 
territories no longer pose a problem for inhabitants; on 
the contrary, the key task is now to overcome 
“radiophobia” among the local population, which 15 
hindering the full re-cultivation of land. 

Anatol Skryabin, who is head of the laboratory for 
radiation hygiene with the Republican Scientific-Prac- 
tical Center of Radiation Medicine and Ecology of the 
People, announced that people living in contaminated 
territories are today receiving an insignificant dose of 
radiation that does not approach even the natural back- 
ground level. He added, however, that some people had 
refused to relinquish the views and mentality about the 
disaster that they adopted 20 years ago. The average 
natural background radiation levels are said to be 3-4 
millisieverts (msv) per year, but the dose being received 
by Belarusian residents is reportedly 0.15 msv per year. 

These comments are bolstered by those of Deputy 
Chairman of the Permanent Commission on the Prob- 
lems of the Chornobyl Catastrophe and Parliamentary 
Deputy Mikola Serhienka, who believes that nuclear 
power stations are no more dangerous than other indus- 
trial enterprises and who had responded to local opposi- 
tion to the newly proposed nuclear power plant in Belarus 
by stating that it is necessary to combat “radiophobia” 
with aclear and methodical informational program about 
the situation today in formerly affected regions. 


Serhienka notes that in 2008 about 4 percent of 
Belarus’s budget is being spent on measures to mini- 
mize the consequences of Chornobyl, much of which 
is taken up with capital investment in contaminated 
regions (Homel’ and Mahileu oblasts are the most af- 
fected), as well as in agricultural production on lands 
that were irradiated. In his view, all the territory has 
now been successfully rehabilitated and there is not a 
“square kilometer of land that cannot be cultivated.” 
He also anticipates the possibility of constructing new 
industrial factories in the contaminated zone, which, 
he says, will be able to apply the same sanitary norms 
as enterprises in “clean zones.” 

These comments merit reflection. About one-fifth of 
Belarusian territory was contaminated by radioactive 
cesium and strontium in the 1986 disaster. These have 
half-lives of up to 30 years. In addition, about 85 per- 
cent of the republic was subjected to the fallout of ra- 
dioactive iodine, which resulted in alarming levels of 
thyroid cancer among those under the age of five at the 
time of the accident. Altogether in the first two decades 
after Chornoby], this illness was diagnosed in more than 
12,000 patients in Belarus. About 1.8 million people, 
including more than 400,000 children, live in the af- 
fected regions and require regular medical check-ups. 

The European Parliament has also called on Europe- 
ans to provide assistance to continuing relief efforts to 
combat problems in Belarus that were caused by the 
accident. The comment follows warnings from Dr. Yuri 
Bandazhevsky, the former director of the Homel’ Medi- 
cal Institute, who was working on problems arising 
from the disaster. Incensed at the results of 
Bandazhevsky’s earlier research, the Belarusian au- 
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Yushchenko, 


Tymoshenko 


clash over privatization 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko have demonstrated 
that they would not stop short of open con- 
frontation when big property is at stake. 
Yushchenko cancelled Tymoshenko’s orders 
to replace the head of the privatization body, 
the State Property Fund (ЕОМ), and to priva- 
tize one of the last big factories still remain- 
ing in state ownership, the Odesa Portside 
Plant (OPZ). Tymoshenko, with the courts on 
her side, disobeyed and instructed her subor- 
dinates, perhaps for the first time ever, to ig- 
nore Yushchenko’s orders. Yushchenko sent 
his guards to protect the FDM from 
Tymoshenko’s team, and confrontation be- 
tween the Presidential Guard and police was 
barely avoided. 

Yushchenko opposes Tymoshenko’s efforts 
to privatize big industry assets in 2008. 
Tymoshenko makes no secret of her plan to 
spend money raised from privatization on 
compensations to those Ukrainians who lost 
their savings in the defunct Soviet state sav- 
ings bank and on other social programs. 
Yushchenko says that Tymoshenko’s plan is 
tantamount to squandering national wealth. 
His team suspects that Tymoshenko wants to 
use privatization proceedings to buy popular 
support for the 2010 presidential election. 

The Tymoshenko cabinet approved a 
privatization plan for 2008 in February. It pro- 
vides for raising some $1.8 billion by priva- 
tizing assets in electricity companies, the 
Ukrtelekom fixed-lines operator, the 
Turboatom manufacturer of equipment for 
nuclear plants, and OPZ, which is the key pro- 
ducer of ammonia and carbamide. OPZ is 
probably the most attractive of those assets. 
Tymoshenko plans to sell it for over $500 
million. From February to April 2008, 
Yushchenko issued several decrees suspend- 
ing Tymoshenko’s privatization orders, in- 
cluding OPZ privatization. 

Tymoshenko tried to replace FDM head 
Valentyna Semenyuk, who has survived sev- 
eral cabinets from 2005 to 2008 in this posi- 
tion. She believes that Semenyuk has been 
torpedoing her privatization efforts on orders 
from Yushchenko. On Feb. 6 Tymoshenko 
suspended Semenyuk and appointed Andriy 
Рогіпоу, a member of her party, to replace her. 
However, Yushchenko decreed on Feb. 7 to 
suspend Semenyuk’s dismissal and requested 
the Constitutional Court (KS) to check the 
legality of Tymoshenko’s order. He recalled 
that in 2007 he had decreed that the FDM was 
not part of the executive, so Tymoshenko 
could not replace its head. 

Yushchenko lost to Tymoshenko in the KS, 
which threw out his appeal on April 17; but 
Yushchenko appealed again on the same day. 
Tymoshenko argued that Yushchenko could 
not appeal on the same matter twice, and she 


reportedly decided to replace Semenyuk by 
force. Yushchenko warned her against this at 
his press conference on April 24. He said that 
only parliament could replace Semenyuk. 

Yushchenko slammed Tymoshenko’s 
privatization policy. “What’s happening to 
privatization in Ukraine now reminds me of 
a seasonal sale at a Kiev supermarket,” he 
said, “but in our case national security is at 
stake.” He warned against “sweet populism.” 
He said that he was not against OPZ 
privatization but that OPZ should be priva- 
tized without its transshipment facility, which 
was also used by other companies in the re- 
gion. Therefore, according to Yushchenko, it 
was of strategic importance for Ukraine. 

On April 23 Yushchenko ruled to replace 
the Interior Ministry’s security guards at the 
FDM with the Presidential Guard in order to 
prevent the FDM’s takeover by force. The 
Interior Ministry reportedly had not been 
warned of that decision so that its security 
could offer resistance; but common sense pre- 
vailed. The FDM passed under Yushchenko’s 
armed control without violence. When a dis- 
trict court in Kyiv confirmed Semenyuk’s sus- 
pension on April 24 and Tymoshenko arrived 
at the FDM on April 25 personally to install 
Portnov in Semenyuk’s place, Semenyuk, pro- 
tected by Yushchenko’s guards, did not move. 

The same court ruled to continue OPZ 
privatization, but on April 25 Yushchenko de- 
creed it suspended again. Tymoshenko in- 
structed Portnoy to disobey Yushchenko’s de- 
crees and to carry on with OPZ privatization. 
This time the Prosecutor-General’s Office in- 
tervened, canceling Semenyuk’s suspension by 
Tymoshenko. In response, the Yulia 
Tymoshenko Bloc threatened to launch a no- 
confidence motion against Prosecutor-General 
Oleksandr Medvedko in parliament. 

First Deputy Prime Minister Oleksandr 
Turchynov, speaking in a TV interview, ac- 
cused Yushchenko of pursuing “private inter- 
ests” in privatization. Turchynoy did not 
specify what those interests were. Zerkalo 
Nedeli quoted “rumors” suggesting that OPZ 
was contested by the Ukrainian tycoons 
Kostyantyn Zhevaho and Шог Kolomoysky. 
Zhevaho is a member of Tymoshenko’s party, 
while Kolomoysky pledged in a recent inter- 
view that he would back Yushchenko in a 
presidential election. 

Speaking at a talk-show on Inter TV, 
Semenyuk said that she would not go until par- 
liament replaced her. Semenyuk knows that par- 
liament will not do that any time soon, as the 
biggest caucus in it, the opposition Party of 
Regions, will hardly back Tymoshenko in her 
dispute with Yushchenko. Semenyuk accused 
Tymoshenko of trying to sell OPZ “for a song” 
in order to “pay the oligarchs” for political sup- 
port. Semenyuk also said that OPZ should not 
be privatized at a time when “world prices and 
the Ukrainian stock market are falling”. 


СПогпобу! disaster officially over 


thorities sentenced him to eight years in prison 
in 2001, allegedly for accepting bribes from 
parents of his students. He was released in 
2005 and currently resides in Lithuania. 
Bandazhevsky has been very critical of offi- 
cial reports and investigations of the health 
impact of the nuclear accident. The European 
Parliament welcomed a proposal to found a 
research and development center in Lithuania 
that would help former cleanup workers who 
worked in the Chornobyl zone. 

For the Belarusian authorities, however, 
Chornoby] has become mainly a political is- 
sue that is associated with activities of the 
opposition. Virtually all non-government 
NGOs dealing with assistance to the victims 
of the accident have been disbanded or forced 
to re-register with the authorities, subjected 
to audits, and/or obliged to move their pre- 
mises. While Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko visited the Chornobyl] region on 
the eve of the anniversary to inaugurate a new 
nuclear waste and storage processing center, 
Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka 
is not expected to note the occasion. He is, 
however, eager to raise agricultural output and 
recently dismissed Minister of Agriculture 


Leanid Rusak, replacing him with Syamon 
Shapira. Agriculture has been the weak link 
in what is officially described as a booming 
economy, not least because of the loss of ar- 
able land through radioactive contamination. 

In addition, the commissioning of the 
Belarusian nuclear power station — consid- 
ered essential to resolving the country’s en- 
ergy dilemma — has also been hindered by 
the continued attention to problems caused by 
the Chornoby] disaster. Blaming the popula- 
tion for “radiophobia” overlooks the onset of 
very serious medical problems caused by ra- 
diation fallout, as well as alarming mortality 
rates over the past fifteen years. No doubt, 
the Belarusian public is fearful of the effects 
of radiation and may incline to attribute a va- 
riety of medical problems to the now distant 
disaster, yet few observers would accept that 
Belarus has successfully overcome its conse- 
quences. Banning or restricting public com- 
memorations and harassing scientists who un- 
cover disturbing information is tantamount to 
sweeping the disaster “under the carpet.” To- 
day in Belarus, people are not dying from ra- 
dioactive fallout, but land remains contami- 
nated and medical problems persist. 


The future of the Orange 
coalition will be decided in May 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko’s April 14 speech to the 
Parliamentary Council of Europe (PACE), 
where she outlined her support for constitu- 
tional reforms that would transform Ukraine 
into a parliamentary republic modeled on Ger- 
many, is both a sign of the growing frustra- 
tion inside the orange coalition and a warn- 
ing shot at President Viktor Yushchenko. 

The month of May will see mayoral elec- 
tions in Kyiv and Kharkiv that the BYuT is 
likely to win. In Kharkiv and Kyiv the Party 
of Regions and pro-Yushchenko mayors re- 
spectively were removed from power on 
charges of corruption. 

Relations between Tymoshenko and 
Yushchenko have never been good, and their 
alliance has always been a matter of conve- 
nience rather than one of ideology. 
Yushchenko was the archetypal establishment 
official, who faithfully served President Le- 
onid Kuchma for seven of his 10 years in of- 
fice. Tymoshenko was the self-made business- 
woman outsider who was brought into 
Yushchenko’s 2000-2001 government to deal 
with energy. 

Yushchenko and Tymoshenko’s ideological 
outlook have always differed radically regard- 
ing how the system that emerged in Ukraine 
under Kuchma should be dealt with. 
Yushchenko refused to blame the head of state 
(Kuchma), but focused all his blame on pro- 
Kuchma hardliners in Viktor Medvedchuk’s 
Social Democratic United Party (SDPUo). 
Medvedchuk headed the presidential admin- 
istration in Kuchma’s last three years in of- 
fice (2001-2004). Tymoshenko refused to ac- 
knowledge Yushchenko’s “good tsar, bad 
boyars” theory but focused her criticism on 
both the tsar and the boyars, calling for 
Kuchma’s impeachment in the Kuchmagate 
crisis and trial after he left office. 

A second factor that has remained constant 
has been Yushchenko’s indecisiveness. After 
his government was removed in April 2001 
by a presidential-instigated no confidence 
vote, his newly created Our Ukraine bloc ne- 
gotiated with pro-Kuchma centrist parties for 
a coalition. The two conditions were 
Yushchenko’s return as prime minister, based 
on Our Ukraine having come in first in the 
2002 elections, and the exclusion of the 
SDPUo from the coalition. These conditions 
were rejected and Our Ukraine had an uneasy 
relationship with the radical opposition B YuT. 
The Yushchenko-Tymoshenko alliance came 
together in the 2004 elections and Orange 
Revolution. 

In the Yushchenko era the president has not 
been able to decide whether to work for an 
orange or a grand coalition, while being un- 
able to work with either Tymoshenko (Janu- 
ary to September 2005 and since December 
2007) or the Party of Regions leader Viktor 
Yanukovych (August 2006-April 2007) as 
prime minister. 

The president’s legendary indecisiveness 
has been made doubly worse by presidential 
secretariat head Viktor Baloha, who replaced 
two earlier heads, Oleksandr Zinchenko 
(2005) and Oleh Rybachuk (2005-2006). 
Zinchenko was head of the 2004 Yushchenko 
campaign and Rybachuk is an old banking as- 
sociate of Yushchenko’s. Both were removed 
as presidential advisers in March-April as part 
of Baloha’s growing control over Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko and, in particular, Baloha have 
developed a double strategy against 
Tymoshenko that has backfired and led to the 
May showdown. 

First, beginning four days after 
Tymoshenko’s ratification as prime minister 
by parliament on Dec. 18, 2007, the Nationa! 
Security and Defense Council (NRBO) was 
being transformed into a “grand coalition in 
waiting.’ The NRBO is headed by Party of 
Regions faction leader Raisa Bohatiorova 


with two deputies from the Kuchma camp, 
Stepan Havrysh, and the Party of Regions, 
Kostyantin Hryshchenko. 

Second, vitriolic attacks and unconstitu- 
tional demands were made daily by the presi- 
dent and his chief-of-staff. In Tymoshenko’s 
first 100 days in office, there were more than 
800 such demands, three times more than 
those given to the Yanukovych government. 
At a March 26 meeting of governors in the 
Crimea, Baloha distributed a brochure heavily 
criticizing Tymoshenko. 

The attacks and demands were ignored un- 
til the second week of April, as they brought 
Tymoshenko popularity giving her an image 
of a government leader trying to do something 
positive for the average Ukrainian but being 
blocked by the president. The approval rat- 
ings of Yushchenko and Our Ukraine-Peoples 
Self Defense (NUNS) collapsed to 12 percent 
and 8 percent, respectively, while 
Tymoshenko and the В YuT took the lead with 
30 percent support. An internal presidential 
poll leaked to Jamestown gave Tymoshenko 
42 percent, Yanukovych 23 percent and 
Yushchenko 12 percent. 

Senior Party of Regions official Dmytro 
Tabachnyk publicly admitted that with such 
ratings Tymoshenko would be easily elected 
president. Any fresh pre-term elections would 
also see only the BYuT gaining support. The 
Party of Regions has declared that it has no 
intention of seeking the government’s removal 
and has finally established Ukraine’s first 
shadow opposition cabinet. 

After another blistering presidential attack 
on the government, the В YuT parliamentary 
faction issued on April 16 its first counter- 
attack accusing the president of undertaking 
“anti-Ukrainian activities.” Yushchenko was 
accused of protecting corrupt interests and of 
blocking all of the government’s policies, in- 
cluding privatization. 

The BYuT and the Party of Regions have a 
constitutional majority of 331 deputies, who 
could initiate constitutional reforms inside 
parliament that would bypass the president’s 
National Constitutional Council established 
on Dec. 27, 2007. The Party of Regions would 
support such reforms out of fear that 
Tymoshenko could be elected president in 
January 2010 (constitutional reforms in 2003- 
2004 were initiated out of fear of a 
Yushchenko election victory). 

The Lytvyn bloc and Communist Party, 
with an additional 47 deputies, would sup- 
port constitutional reforms toward a parlia- 
mentary republic on ideological grounds. 
Емеп from among NUNS’s 72 deputies, 18 
from Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko’s 
People’s Self Defense group have given their 
backing to Tymoshenko’s constitutional re- 
forms. In 2006 Lutsenko defected from the 
Socialist Party, which is a strong supporter of 
a parliamentary republic. 

Tymoshenko’s continued support for con- 
stitutional reform is conditional on a radical 
change in Yushchenko’s relationship with her. 
The first demand will be the removal of 
Baloha who is widely seen as a source of in- 
stability in the orange coalition and a block 
on the government’s reforms and anti-corrup- 
tion policies. A day after the BYuT’s sharp 
attacks, Yushchenko publicly described his 
secretariat as merely a “technical apparatus.” 
The second demand would be to end what 
Tymoshenko calls the “chaos” of the 2006 
constitution, which failed to divide responsi- 
bilities between the executive, parliament and 
the government. 

In May Yushchenko will be faced with 
choosing one of two options put to him by 
Tymoshenko: Either to continue with the cur- 
rent policies and face defeat to his constitu- 
tional reforms in parliament and his own cam- 
paign in the presidential elections; or repair 
the orange coalition, recognize Tymoshenko 
and the В YuT as the senior partner and be re- 
elected for a second term. 
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Stefan Horlatsch and the Flame with Ukrainian Canadian Congress President Paul Grod 
and the Ambassadors in Toronto. 


PHOTO — NORBERT IWAN 
Stefan Horlatsch and youth representatives carry the Flame through Winnipeg. 
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Holodomor Remembrance 
Flame arrives in Canada 


Cont. from Page 1 

bassador in Canada, Dr. Ihor Ostash and Na- 
tional President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Paul Grod, along with Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the United States, Oleh 
Shamshur and the President of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, Mykhajlo 
Sawkiw. 

The Flame was then accepted by 
Holodomor survivor, Stefan Horlatsch, 87, 
who symbolically lit a candle presented by 
the community’s youth before departing on 
his journey escorting the Remembrance 
Flame to 15 Canadian cities. 

Representing the federal government was 
Jason Kenney, Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism and Canadian Identity. Also 
in attendance was Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk, Honorary Chair of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress National Holodomor 
Commemoration Committee. 

Canadian events organized by the UCC 
titled “Keep the Flame Alive” will remem- 
ber the victims of the Holodomor while en- 
suring that their story is transferred from gen- 
eration to generation. During the events the 
UCC is launching a campaign urging the Ca- 
nadian government to recognize the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide and sup- 
port Ukraine’s motion for such recognition 
by the United Nations. 

The International Holodomor Remem- 
brance Flame, which will visit 33 countries, 
is the initiative of the International coordi- 
nating Committee in cooperation with the 
Secretariat of the President of Ukraine and 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

In Winnipeg about 300 people gathered at 
City Hall, April 20, to remember the 10 mil- 
lion people who died during the famine 
betweem 1932 and 1933. 

Horlatsch brought the International 
Holodomor Remembrance Flame to 
Winnipeg, and youth participants carried the 
torch during a march from the Legislative 
Building to City Hall. 

The Winnipeg Free Press, which covered 
the event, interviewed 82-year-old 
Holodomor survivor Kanchir Eugenias, who 
related how she and her siblings had to 
scrounge the streets for a morsel of anything 
to eat. 

“There wasn’t enough food to eat,” 
Eugenia said, noting she cooked cats, dogs, 
and even eggs in a birds’ nest as a young girl 
in Ukraine, 

“We'd look through the streets and eat what 

we find.” 
Eugenia said it’s still difficult to look back at 
the event that killed her father and grandfa- 
ther and began to tear up at the emotional 
memory. 

“Lots of people died,” she said. 

“This should never be forgotten,” 
Winnipeg Coun. Harry Lazarenko told the 
Free Press. “When I went to school I never 
heard (of) such a thing.” 

Lazarenko said it’s important for today’s 
Ukrainian youth to honour the event to keep 
famine victim’s memory alive. He said many 
schools never taught children about the his- 
torical event since it was considered taboo. 

April 29 a commemorative Holodomor 
famine-genocide program was held by the 
Regina branch of the UCC in front of the 
Saskatchewan Legislative Building, reported 
Orest Warnyca. 

Approximately 200 members of the com- 
munity attended the program, which was 
opened by Master of Ceremonies Orest 
Warnyca, President of the Regina Branch of 
the UCC. The Premier of Saskatchewan, Brad 
Wall, was there to greet flame bearer and 
Holodomor survivor, Horlatsch. In his greet- 
ings, Premier Wall stated “we in 
Saskatchewan, as much as anywhere on the 
planet, understand the amazing gift that the 
world was deprived of because of this fam- 
ine and genocide, for we have been such sig- 
nificant benefactors of that gift — the gift of 
Ukrainian value and tradition and contribu- 
tion. Those values are poured into the DNA 
of this province.” 

Historical information on the Holodomor 
and a call to have such information included 


in the Saskatchewan school curriculum were 
provided by UCC Regina member Tricia 
Kaminski and UCC Saskatchewan president 
Ed Lysyk. 

Stefan Horlatsch, Ed Lysyk and Orest 
Warnyca were later acknowledged in the ses- 
sion of the Saskatchewan Legislature. 

During the session, members of the politi- 
cal parties made presentations recognizing 
the Holodomor as a famine-genocide in 
Ukraine. 

The Regina event received considerable 
coverage in the Regina Leader-Post. 

The Leader-Post cited Horlatsch as saying 
it was important to remember the tragedy to 
ensure something like it would never happen 
again. As he spoke he held the remembrance 
torch as the Canadian, Saskatchewan, and 
Ukrainian flags flew behind him. 

Horlatsch was 12 in 1932 and has vivid 
memories of the famine. When the famine- 
genocide began, Horlatsch and his family 
were living in Zaporizhia in the eastern re- 
gion of Ukraine near the Black Sea. His 
family’s land, livestock and grain were seized 
by Soviet authorities. His father was sent to 
Siberia like most of the men during this time, 
wrote Leader-Post reporter Kerry Benjoe. 
Amazingly his mother single-handedly saved 
all four of her children based solely on a pre- 
monition she had that something evil was 
about to happen. 

“It was two or three years before 
Holodomor, she was baking bread and mak- 
ing bread crumbs out of it and hiding it in 
different places like the stable, in the house, 
many, many places,” recalled Horlatsch. 
“From time to time she was digging it out 
and we were using two or three spoons of 
bread crumbs with hot water and that’s what 
actually saved us.” 

He said because many men were taken 
from their families it had a dire effect on the 
women and children. 

“My cousins they were living about three 
or four houses away from us. There were 11 
of them in the family and all 11 of them died 
in 1933,” said Horlatsch. “I remember once 
when I went to visit them there were three 
already dead and the rest of them weren’t 
strong enough to bury them. It was winter 
time, and the ground was frozen, it wasn’t 
easy to dig the grave.” 

The memories are still very difficult for 
him to recall because it was a very dark time 
for the Ukrainian people. 

“J can say many, many things but it’s not 
easy. It’s not easy to remember. It’s not easy 
to say,” said Horlatsch. “I hope one thing — 


PHOTO — NORBERT IWAN 
Stefan Horlatsch with Winnipeg youth repre- 
sentative Lisa Lukashenko. 


PHOTO — CARLA WARNYCA 


Horlatsch at the Regina Ceremony in front of the Saskatchewan Legislatue: From left to 
right: Tricia Kaminski, Premier Brad Wall; Brian Shalley (flag-bearer), Stefan Horlatsch, 
Vera Feduschak (flag-bearer), Orest Warnyca, Ed Lysyk, Rev. Father Kuzyk, Msgr. Luzney. 
Missing from the photo: Saskatchewan flag-bearer Kayla Bilokury. 
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that it will never happen anywhere in the 
world.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress esti- 

mates that one-third of Holodomor victims 
were children. In that short period of time, 
one-quarter of the Ukrainian population died. 
The genocide policy introduced by then-So- 
viet leader Joseph Stalin included confisca- 
tion of all food both inside and outside the 
homes. Ukrainian people were forced to stay 
within their communities, therefore making 
it impossible to search for food. 
Lysyk said having the flame in Regina pro- 
vided an opportunity not only to educate 
people but to call on the government to make 
changes to recognize this part of Ukrainian 
history. 

He said there is currently some informa- 
tion on Holodomor in the Grade 5 and Grade 
11 social studies programs. 

“It’s not very specific. It just doesn’t pro- 
vide a lot of facts and we would like them to 
consult with us and perhaps improve the ma- 
terials they have and the information that they 
have so that really does inform youths cor- 
rectly,” said Lysyk. 

The three other locations the Flame vis- 
ited in Saskatchewan (Saskatoon, Yorkton 
and North Battleford) will be covered in the 
next issue as will the four Alberta locations 


Ukraine complains 
to UN about Russia 


(RFE/RL) — Ukraine has complained to the 
United Nations about statements made by 
Russian officials regarding Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reported 
on April 22. 

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry delivered 
the statement to the UN headquarters in New 
York. Yuriy Serheyev, Ukraine’s permanent 
representative to the UN, said that “the stance 
stated by the Russian Federation might have 
unforeseen effects on peace and security.” 

Earlier this month, Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sergei Lavrov said that Russia “will do 
everything to prevent Ukraine and Georgia 
from being accepted into NATO,” while the 
Russian daily “Kommersant” reported on 
April 8 that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
“actually threatened that Russia will begin 
tearing away Crimea and eastern Ukraine” 
from Kyiv’s authority if the country is offered 
NATO membership. 


PRU reelects Yanukovych 


(RFE/RL)—The Party of Regions (PRU), 
Ukraine’s largest opposition party, on April 
19 unanimously reelected Viktor Yanukovych 
as its chairman, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported. 

According to the party charter approved at 
the congress, Yanukovych will also head the 
political council and its presidium. 


(Vegreville, Red Deer, Calgary and 
Edmonton). 


Saskatchewan considers 
remembrance of Ukrainian famine 


By Angela Hall, Saskatchewan News 
Network, Regina Leader-Post, April 30, 2008 
The province of Saskatchewan will 
consider designating the fourth Saturday of 
November as a day to remember the 
Ukrainian famine-genocide of the 1930s, 
Premier Brad Wall said Tuesday (April 29). 
Wall told reporters he thinks the 
government could “move quite quickly” in 
the fall on legislation that would recognize 
the millions of Ukrainian people who died 
as a result of starvation forced upon them by 
the Soviet Communist regime in 1932-33. 
Wall’s comments followed a ceremony 
outside the Legislative Building on Tuesday 
that honoured those who died in the 
Ukrainian famine-genocide, or the 
Holodomor. Survivor Stefan Horlatsch, who 
lost 11 members of his family, brought to 
Regina a remembrance flame that has been 
travelling the globe to raise awareness. 
“We in Saskatchewan, as much as 
anywhere on the planet, understand the 
amazing gift that the world was deprived of 
because of this famine and genocide, for we 
have been such significant benefactors of that 
gift, the gift of Ukrainian value and tradition 
and contribution,” Wall said in a speech. 


“Those values are poured into the DNA of 
this province.” 

Ed Lysyk, president of the Saskatchewan 
branch of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
said having a designated day to remember 
the famine is an important step to ensuring it 
is not forgotten. 

He noted Manitoba has introduced a bill 
to proclaim the fourth Saturday of November 
in each year as Ukrainian Famine and 
Genocide Memorial Day, and he said Ontario 
is considering doing the same. 

“We would like some leadership to be 
shown in Saskatchewan as well for that.” 

Lysyk said he hopes the congress can also 
have discussions with provincial education 
officials to put more information about the 
famine into school classrooms. 

“We want to work with them to improve 
this information, make sure that it really does 
provide the basic facts, and we’ ve offered our 
assistance,” Lysyk said. 

Education Minister Ken Krawetz, who also 
attended Tuesday’s ceremony, told reporters 
ministry officials are already looking into 
providing more information to social studies 
teachers so they have it on hand in their 
classes. 
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Вірмени, азербайджанці, 
євреї, росіяни та 
грузини у лавах УПА 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

У Празі відбувся чесько-український 
семінар «Українська повстанська армія - 
міфи і реальність». Він мав особливо ши-- 
рокий розголос у середовищі чеської моло-- 
ді. Про нові факти з історії УПА, відкриті 
на основі чеських архівів, на семінарі пові-- 
домив празький дослідник Давід Свобода, 
про знахідки в архівах України розповів 
львівський історик Віталій Манзуренко. 
Дискусія, що розгорілась після семінару, 
свідчить про великий інтерес до українсь- 
кої військової науки, особливо до тих її 
сторінок, що були з неї насильно вирвані. 

Р. С.: Чи правда, що в лавах УПА вою- 
вали не лише українці, а й вояки інших Ha— 
ціональностей? Адже й досі панує міф, ніби 
вояки УПА винищували всіх «неукраїн- 
ців», євреїв і поляків передусім. 

В. М.: Дозвольте, я почну з того, що 
архіви були довгий час закриті, й нам, 
науковцям, доводилось робити пошуки по 
всьому світі. Ми їздили, знаходили якісь 
зернятка. Кілька років тому вдалось від- 
крити архіви, і до них допустили науковців, 
істориків, які зараз над ними працюють. В 
архівах є настільки великий масив мате- 
ріалу, що над ним ще працювати i працю- 
вати. Відносно того, чи були різні нації, то 
було встановлено, що в УПА було тільки 
46 відсотків українців, всі інші - це були 
представники багатьох інших націй. Ну, що 
я можу сказати для прикладу: у військо- 
вому окрузі Турів був курінь азербайджан-- 
ців, у військовому окрузі Заграва був opra— 
нізований курінь із грузинів та вірменів. 
З'явилась також сотня кубанських козаків. 
Навіть були такі нюанси, що була створена 
російська сотня, яка дуже хоробро воювала 
з німцями. Але в них виникли конфлікти з 
місцевим населенням, і ця сотня була po3— 
бита по інших підрозділах. 

Р. С.: Що Ви можете сказати про участь 
євреїв в УПА? Адже існує багато історій 
про українсько-єврейську ворожнечу, 
спровоковану немовби рейдами УПА проти 
євреїв. Де тут правда, де вигадка? 

В. М.: Відносно євреїв, які воювали в 
УПА, то це здебільшого були лікарі. Тому 
що УПА - це була селянська армія, яка не 
мала ні своїх вишколених командирів, ні 
своїх лікарів. І вояки УПА доходили до то-- 
го, що звільняла 3 гетта родину єврея-ліка- 
ря, єврей служив в УПА у військовому 


шпиталі, а його родина ховалась у селі в 
родині упівців. Дуже багато таких лікарів, 
які дуже чесно працювали, дуже багато 
рятували життя і здоров'я воякам УПА. Ві- 
домо навіть, що один з лікарів-євреїв Haro— 
роджений однією з найвищих нагород УПА 
— Срібним хрестом заслуги. 

Р. С.: Що Вам дала робота в празьких 
архівах, чи вдалось знайти щось нове? 

В. М.:В архівах Праги дуже багато ціка-- 
вих матеріалів. Зокрема, вони тут є в На- 
ціональному архіві і в Слов'янській бібліо 
теці. Як ми знаємо, тут до війни був Музей 
визвольної боротьби України, який мав 
архіви не тільки про УПА, але й по Укра- 
їнських січових стрільцях, Українській 
Галицькій армії. На жаль, цей архів був з 
часом вивезений до Києва і Москви, 
частково знищений. Але деякі фрагменти 
залишились тут. Отже, я вивчаю не тільки 
тематику УПА, а всі визвольні змагання 
ХХ століття в Україні. Зокрема, мені вда- 
лось знайти залитий кров'ю щоденник 
повстанця УПА, який взагалі так собі ле- 
жить у фонді, й невідомо, звідкіля він B3AB— 
ся. Також ми знаємо, що вояки і старшини 
УПА, які були передані пізніше полякам, 
які були тут заарештовані чи потрапили в 
полон -наних мають бути десь кримінальні 
справи. 

Р. С.: Чи був позов проти УПА на Нюрн- 
берзькому процесі, чи взагалі йшлося про 
УПА на процесі в Нюрнберзі? 

B. M.: Зівсіх відомих джерел i зі всіх Bi— 
домих протоколів і книг, присвячених 
Нюрнберзькому процесові, ніде не вказано, 
що піднімалось питання відносно УПА. 
Зараз це питання на політичній хвилі підно-- 
сять різні політичні партії, яким не потріб-- 
ний національний рух в Україні. Вони його 
підносять так, як колись підносили питання 
з Шухевичем, що Шухевич був нагородже-- 
ний двічі Залізним хрестом і що йому його 
нібито вручав особисто Адольф Гітлер. 
Звичайно, що це неправда. Як я вже вказу-- 
вав, нагородження Залізним хрестом — було 
нагороджено понад 3 мільйони людей, і 
Адольф Гітлер не зміг би вручити кожній 
людині цього Хреста. Тут же факт натяг- 
нений за вуха. Коли перевірили архіви, які 
були в Німеччині, то, якщо я не помиляюсь, 
професор Петро Потічний 3 Канади i po— 
дина Шухевича зробили запити i їм від- 
повіли, що таких фактів не існує. 


Відзначено річницю 


найбільшого в історії 


УПА 


0010 з військами НКВД 


(УНІАН )--На Рівненщині 29 квітня 
відбулися урочисті заходи з нагоди 64-ї 
річниці Гурбенського бою — найбільшого 
збройного зіткнення підрозділів Україн-- 
ської Повстанської Армії з військами 
НКВД у квітні 1944 року на території ни- 
нішнього Здолбунівського району. 

Як передає кореспондент УНІАН, 
панахиду на братській могилі повстанців 
відслужив митрополит Рівненський та 
Острозький УПЦ Київського патріархату 
Евсевій. В урочистому мітингу взяли 
участь заступник голови Рівненської 
обласної державної адміністрації Степан 
Павлюк, перший заступник голови Рівнен-- 
ської облради Валентин Королюк, пред- 
ставники політичних та громадських Opra— 
нізацій краю, ветерани національно- 
визвольних змагань. 

Під час мітингу було зазначено, що при 
сприянні місцевої влади та громадськості 
пошукові роботи у навколишніх лісах буде 
продовжено з метою виявлення нових 
останків вояків УПА, їх особистих речей, 
зброї та амуніції. Нині на цьому місці, у 


Пантеоні УПА, першу чергу якого було 
відкрито у минулому році, покояться іден-- 
тифіковані останки майже півсотні вояків 
УПА. А поруч братської могили, що на 
окраїні лісового масиву, відкрито чолові-- 
чий православний монастир. 

У квітні 1944 року і цьому районі було 
зосереджено понад 30 тисяч військ НКВД 
та Радянської Армії, підсилених танками, 
авіацією та бронетехнікою, які оточили 5- 
тисячне угруповання УПА-Південь. На той 
час радянсько-німецький фронт вже про- 
котився на захід від Рівненщини. Однак, в 
тилу Червоної Армії залишились доволі 
значні з'єднання українських повстанців. 
Тож радянські війська у квітні 44-го мето- 
дично відрізали комунікації і шляхи до 
відступу південній групі УПА. "Гурбенську 
акцію" довкола колишньої польської 
колонії Гурби - в Антонівцях, Забарах, 
Андрушівці, Майдані, Обгові, Мостах та 
багатьох інших селах НКВД провело за 
наказом Сталіна після того як 15 квітня 
помер поранений вояками УПА генерал 
Радянської армії Микола Ватутін. 
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Трагічні втрати 
«Чорноморнафтогазу» 
- 38 загиблих 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 

30 квітня в Україні - День жалоби, oro— 
лошений Президентом Віктором Ющенком 
у пам'ять загиблих у катастрофі верто- 
льота Mi-8 над Чорним морем 28 квітня і 
корабля «Нафтогаз-67» в Південно-Китай - 
ському 22 березня. За обома трагічними 
випадками триває розслідування, але вже 
зараз місцеві журналісти звертають увагу, 
що останні 5-6 років державною компанією 
«Чорноморнафтогаз», чиї працівники заги-- 
нули у цих катастрофах, керують непрофе-- 
сіонали. 

На місці аварії вертольота Mi-8, що 
сталося 28 квітня у Чорному морі Heno— 
далік західно-кримського узбережжя, 
знайдено «чорну скриньку» і дуже обго- 
рілий голосовий самописець. Про це пові-- 
домила прес-служба державної компанії 
«Чорноморнафтогаз», якій належить 
платформа «Таврида», де і сталася аварія. 

Mi-8 розбився під час посадки на пла- 
вучу бурову платформу, зачепивінись зад- 
нім гвинтом за систему огорожі «Тавриди». 
Загинули усі 20 осіб, які перебували на 
борту - 17 працівників вахтової зміни 
«Чорноморнафтогазу» і 3 члени екіпажу. 

Знайдену «чорну скриньку» одразу пе- 
редали на розшифровку. На буровій 
платформі «Таврида» зараз працює урядова 
комісія на чолі з міністром транспорту Ук-- 
раїни Йосипом Вінським, який повідомив, 
що розглядається 4 версії причин того, що 
сталося. Перша версія - помилка пілота; 
друга - погодні умови; третя - технічні He— 
справності й остання - зовнішнє втручання. 
За словами міністра, основної версії поки 
що немає. Але експерти називають найімо-- 
вірнішою - людський чинник. За свід- 
ченнями працівників свердловини, вертоліт 
на посадку ішов за незвичною траєкторією. 

Це друга трагічна аварія за останні 
півтора місяця, в якій гинуть працівники 
«Чорноморнафтогазу» - однієї з найбіль- 


ших в Україні газо- і нафтовидобувних 
компаній, яка перебуває у державній влас-- 
ності. Наприкінці березня біля берегів Tou— 
конгу, зіштовхнувшись із китайським 
суховантажем, затонуло судно «Нафтогаз- 
67». У результаті аварії загинули 18 моряків 
-- працівників «Чорноморнафтогазу». 

Керівник прес-служби компанії Юрій 
Авдєєв каже, що дві підряд трагічні події 
не вплинуть на фінансово-економічне 
становище підприємства. 

«Є впевненість, що економічний стан 
компанії не постраждає. Підприємство 
впевнено стоїть на ногах. Безумовно, усі 
виплати, які визначені, ми зробимо. Нада- 
ватиметься допомога родинам, родичам 
загиблих. Але замінити фахівців, які 
загинули, не те що непросто, неможливо», 
- заявив представник «Чорноморнаф-- 
тогазу». 

Юрій Авдєєв також зазначив, що роди- 
нам загиблих у результаті катастрофи Bu— 
платять по 100 тисяч гривень, додаткова 
сума компенсацій складе близько 12 
мільйонів гривень. 

Тим часом місцеві журналісти зверта- 
ють увагу на те, що з 2002 року «Чорно- 
морнафтогазом» керують люди без про- 
фільної освіти. Спершу це був колишній 
військовий ракетник Irop Франчук, син екс- 
прем'єра автономії Анатолія Франчука, 
тепер - колишній міліціонер Анатолій 
Присяжнюк. Кадрова політика останнього 
теж зацікавила журналістів. Ось одні з 
останніх призначень: заступником генди- 
ректора став перший секретар Сімфе- 
ропольського міському Компартії, колиш-- 
ній директор комсомольської турагенції 
«Супутник» Валерій Кучеренко, а від- 
повідальним за роботу з персоналом і за 
безпеку праці - син першого секретаря 
Кримського республіканського комітету 
КПУ Леоніда Грача - Олексій Грач, 
колишній ресторатор. 


Журналісти назвали 15 ворогів 
свободи слова в Україні 


(Новинар/Українська правда)  -Націо- 
нальна спілка журналістів склала список з 
15 держчиновників та суддів, які, на думку 
журналістів, душать свободу слова в Ук- 
раїні. До списку вкотре потрапив мер Києва 
Леонід Черновецький. 

Список був складений за поданням орга- 
нізацій НСЖУ i редакційних колективів. 
Усього до цього списку увійшло 15 осіб. 

Щодо Леоніда Черновецького, то жур- 
налісти зазначають, що "ще у 2006 році 
було звільнено з посади керівників редакцій 
міських газет Хрещатик, Вечірній Киї, Ук- 
раїнська столиця, телекомпанії Київ, 
радіостанції Київ 98-FM”. 

"За цей час керівниками колективів 
побували не один виконувач обов'язків, 
призначені чиновниками адміністрації, а 
оголошений конкурс на заміщення вакан- 
тних посад так і не провели. Газети перетво- 
рилися у бойові листки Черновецького, з 
журналістів прагнуть створити підручних 
партії київського мера", - йдеться у пові- 
домленні Спілки журналістів. 

Окрім Черновецького, до списку "души- 
телів свободи слова" увійшли: міський 
голова Нової Каховки Херсонської області 
Володимир Коваленко, міський голова 
Слов'янська Донецької області Валентин 
Рибачук, суддя Слов'янського міськсуду 
Донецької області Тетяна Хаустова, голова 
Апеляційного суду Херсонської області 
Анатолій Іваничук, голова Роздільнянської 
райради Одеської області Ігор Сікачин та 
голова Охтирського райсуду Сумської об- 


ласті Микола Верес. 

Також до цього списку увійшли голова 
консультативної ради консорціуму ЄДАПС 
Юрій Сидоренко, колишній голова Кіров- 
ського райсуду Кіровограда Володимир 
Ярошенко, міський голова Славути Хмель- 
ницької області Василь Сидор, голова 
Петропавлівської райради Дніпропет- 
ровської області Віктор Тарєльнік, суддя 
госпсуду Івано-Франківської області Юрій 
Грица, суддя Центрального райсуду Ми- 
колаєва Іван Дірко, спеціаліст облу- 
правління преси та інформації Харківської 
ОДА Михайло Стріляний та голова Жи- 
томирської РДА Валерій Колосівський. 

Голова Національної спілки журналістів 
Ігор Лубченко зазначив, що цей список не 
є повним. 

"НСЖУ звертає увагу високопосадовців 
держави, правоохоронних органів, суддів на 
оприлюднені кричущі факти порушень 
Конституції і законів України, міжна- 
родних зобов'язань, взятих Україною на 
себе. Цей список ми передаємо до Міжна- 
родної федерації журналістів, Ради Європи, 
Європарламенту, щоб там вирішували — 
запрошувати цих чиновників на різні 
міжнародні заходи чи не пускати їх на свій 
поріг", - сказав він. 

Крім того, свій рейтинг ворогів преси 


також збираються оприлюднити Інститут 
масової інформації та Київська незалежна 
медіа-профспілка. 

У 2007 році головним ворогом преси став 


мер Києва Черновецький. 
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Holodomor Bill introduced in Ontario 


(UkrNews)— Brant Liberal MPP Dave 
І еуас introduced a bill in the Ontario Рго- 
міпсіаї Parliament, April 17, which would 
establish the fourth Saturday of November in 
each year as a Holodomor Memorial Day to 
commemorate the genocide by famine that 
occurred in Ukraine from 1932 to 1933. 

Ontario becomes the second province in 
which such a bill has been introduced. A simi- 
lar bill was first introduced in Manitoba by 
Progressive Conservative MLA Len Derkach 
(Russell) and seconded by NDP MLA Doug 
Martindale (Burrows) on Nov. 22, 2007. 

Manitoba already has a Holodomor Com- 
memoration Day established by virtue of a 
2004 resolution passed unanimously in the 
legislature. The bill would enshrine the reso- 
lution in legislation. 

Alberta premier Ed Stelmach has pledged 
that a similar bill will be introduced in the 
Alberta Legislature in the near future. 

“The Holodomor is the name given to the 
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David Marples with the teacher апа students at his Ottewell Famine presentation. 


genocide by famine that occurred in Ukraine 
from 1932 to 1933. As many as 10 million 
Ukrainians perished as victims of a man-made 
famine under Joseph Stalin’s regime, with 
25,000 dying each day at the peak of the fam- 
ine,” states the preamble to the Ontario bill. 

“The Government of Ukraine, the United 
States House of Representatives, the United 
States Senate, the Senate of Canada, 
UNESCO, the United Nations and over 40 
other jurisdictions around the world have of- 
ficially condemned the Holodomor or recog- 
nized it as genocide. Ukraine has established 
the fourth Saturday in November in each year 
as the annual day to commemorate the vic- 
tims of the Holodomor. 

“It is appropriate to extend the annual com- 
memoration of the victims of the Holodomor 
to Ontario. A memorial day provides an op- 
portunity to reflect on and to educate the pub- 
lic about the enduring lessons of the 
Holodomor and other crimes against human- 


Famine a symbol of man’s inhumanity to his 
own kind, Marples tells Ottewell students 


(UkrNews)—The 1932-33 Famine in 
Ukraine remains a symbol of man’s inhuman- 
ity to his own kind, said University of Alberta 
History Professor, Dr. David Marples during 
a presentation made to students at Ottewell 
Junior High School, April 25. 

Dr. Marples’ presentation was part of the 
school’s Multicultural Fair, put on to celebrate 
the cultural diversity of its students. 

The program included entertainment, 
dances, ethnic food and classroom presenta- 
tions. 

Ukrainian musicologist Brian Cherwick 
was another participant in the Fair. He dem- 
onstrated several tradition Ukrainian instru- 
ments, including the tsymbaly (dulcimer), 
duda (bagpipes) and pelynka (flute). 

Cherwick told Ukrainian News, the reac- 
tion of the students was very good. 

“The teachers were surprised. They never 
saw the students so quite,” he said. 

In his classroom presentation, Dr. Marples 
noted that Ukraine commemorates the Fam- 
ine as the most important event of 20" cen- 
tury Ukrainian history. 

“Russia denies any role in the Famine and 
regards it as a tragedy that happened in many 
other parts of the Soviet Union, which was 
caused by the harsh policies of the Soviet 
state,” he added. 

“The Famine or Holodomor was a catas- 
trophe created and implemented by man. It 
did not have to happen. There is ample evi- 
dence that the Soviet leadership was aware 
of the scale of the disaster but chose to ex- 
tract food from the already hungry farmers 
nevertheless. In Ukraine and in several other 
countries of the world, governments maintain 
that Stalin had committed an act of genocide 
against Ukrainians,” Dr. Marples said. 

“Entire settlements were depopulated, and 
what seems the most tragic factor of all, there 
was no source of aid to the families that had 
been deprived of all sources of food. One can 
say in fairness that drought and poor harvest 
contributed to the serious problems that oc- 
curred in 1932, But in 1933 there was a trag- 
edy of a vastly different dimension — the 
thousands of starving became millions, and 


the regime reaped the full benefit of Stalin’s 
disastrous collectivization program,” he 
added. 

Dr. Marples noted that collectivization of 
agriculture was the biggest social upheaval 
to that point in modern history. Peasants were 
divided arbitrarily into rich, middle, and poor, 
with the former targeted for deportation, and 
sometimes even execution as common crimi- 
nals. In practice the campaign removed peas- 
ants in all three categories who were opposed 
to the collectivization campaign. 

Collectivization was carried out by outsid- 
ers, most notably the so-called 25,000-ers; 
volunteers from the urban areas who were sent 
into the countryside to help create the new 
farms. 

Once the collective farms were established, 
then grain quotas were fixed annually to be 
given up to the state before the farms were 
permitted to feed themselves. 

Most of the main grain-growing areas were 
Ukrainian or inhabited by Ukrainians, includ- 
ing the republic itself, the Kuban, and the 
North Caucasus. The Volga region of Russia 
was also of critical concern, as was the terri- 
tory of Kazakhstan, which was nomadic, and 
in which one in three among the population 
died in 1930-31. 

“Very few people have written about the 
situation here but it was equally tragic as in 
Ukraine a couple of years later,” he said 

In August 1932 Stalin wrote a letter to Lazar 
Kaganovich, one of his henchmen, in which 
he expressed his suspicions about Ukrainian 
peasants while also questioning the loyalty of 
the Ukrainian party leadership. 

On Oct. 22 the Soviet regime therefore cre- 
ated Extraordinary Commissions, which be- 
gan to function in the following month. This 
commission operated with unusual savagery 
in requisitioning of the grain quota, 

The commission soon ran out of grain, and 
therefore a new penalty was imposed — the 
requisitioning of meat and potatoes on those in 
“debt” for grain procurements. The demand 
was then transformed into the confiscation of 
all food supplies accumulated from the new har- 
vest, The peasants began to starve in millions, 


ity,” the preamble adds. 

NDP MPP Cheri DiNovo (Parkdale — High 
Park) caused a considerable commotion when, 
after Levac introduced his bill, she stood up 
and asked for unanimous consent, to imme- 
diately declare the day April 17 "а day to com- 
memorate Holodomor, the genocide of the 
Ukrainian people.” 

The motion failed to pass as it did not re- 
ceive unanimous consent. 

Asked later by Ukrainian News why she 
asked to make April 17 the day of commemo- 
ration when the bill had called for the fourth 
Saturday of November, DiNovo replied in an 
e-mail: 

“I was of the understanding from Dave 
Levac that the Government was going to bring 
in the honoring of those lost and a day to com- 
memorate them. When he only brought in a 
private member’s bill which means that its 
chances of passing are unlikely and that the 
Cabinet was not brought on board for support 
I was very upset and sought to push their hand. 
I promised my Ukrainian constituents that I 
would try to get this passed or bring in my 
own private member’s bill. I promised my con- 
stituents that the Holodomor be taught and re- 
spected and until the Liberal government does 
so I will continue to demand that they do. 

“His introduction of his private member’s 
bill means nothing if he doesn’t have cabinet 
support.” 

Among the visitors in the legislature that 
day was Zena Semywolos, a Brantford resi- 
dent who survived the famine, reported the 
Brantford Expositor. She was a 10-year-old 
girl living just outside Kyiv with her mother 
and two sisters. 

While people were starving to death 
around them, that family lived because 
Zema’s mother was a teacher. At the time, 
teachers were given a flour ration, enough to 
make bread. 

Some neighbours lived because the fam- 
ily shared that ration. 

Grain was seized by Soviet authorities 


during that period. 

Anyone caught taking grain was shot on 
sight. Children were taken away and never 
heard from again, she told The Expositor. 

Other visitors in the gallery included: 
Olexander Danyleiko, Consul General, Con- 
sulate of Ukraine in Toronto; Oleh 
Romanyshyn, President League of Ukrainian 
Canadians (LUC); Chrystyna Bidiak, Presi- 
dent League of Ukrainian Canadian Women 
(LUCW); Orest Steciw, Holodomor Projects 
Coordinator LUC, Andrew Gregorovich, 
Ukrainian Canadian Centre for Research & 
Documentation; Irene Mycak, Chair National 
Holodomor Commemoration Committee 
UCC; Oksana Prociuk Ciz, LUCW; Paul 
Grod, National President Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, Mark Shwec, President UCC 
Toronto, Dr. John Skrypuch, Holodomor sur- 
vivor, Peggy Galan, Father Stephan Didur, 
Anna Lagoznik and Mr. Jerry Lagoznik. 

They were all introduced by Speaker Steve 
Peters. 

The UCC, along with the LUC and the 
LUCW issued a media release extending their 
support and gratitude to Levac for introduc- 
ing The Holodomor Memorial Act. 

“This important piece of legislation will 
finally recognize and pay tribute to the vic- 
tims of the Ukrainian Genocide, the 
Holodomor. Between 1932 and 1933 close to 
ten million people were starved to death by 
the Soviet government under Joseph Stalin. 
We are grateful to Dave Levac for supporting 
us in raising awareness of this immense hu- 
man tragedy.” said UCC President Paul Grod. 

“We have lost the adults who lived through 
this calamity, and we are now beginning to 
lose the children. Before this generation is 
gone, I truly want to see these victims ac- 
knowledged. This legislation would do that.” 
said Oleh Romanyshyn, President of the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians. 

The UCC, the LUC and the LUCW en- 
couraged all of Ontario’s MPPs to support this 
important and timely bill. 


SCOPE TRAVEL INC. 


2008 Tours to Ukraine 


UKRAINE SX? . 
~ 


a 
У Знаю 


STUDENT TOUR 


DNIPRO CRUISE + L’viv 8 Yaremche 
via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
Tour Guide: Dr. Adriana Helbig 
18 Day All Inclusive 

Odesa, Sevastopol, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Капім and 
Kyiv. See all of Ukraine and end this trip іїп Lviv. From Lviv 
take a 2 day bus tour to Yaremche, Bukovel and Kolomyja 
Only ONE departure: Jun 13-30. 2008 
Recommended YOUTH TOUR - but others welcomed! 


BEST OF UKRAINE 
via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
14 Day All inclusive Tour 

A lovely combination of Odesa, Crimea, Kyiv and L’viv 


with extensive sightseeing of Yalta, Bakchysaray, 
Sevastopol and Chersonesus . 


Departures: Jun 04, Jul 16 and Sep 17, 2008 


tw from $3925 


tw from $3925 


a 
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UKRAINE Pass 


MINI UKRAINE 

via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
10 Days All inclusive Tour 
Kyiv and L’viv + Yaremche - the two “capitals” of Ukraine 
This tour allows time for self exploration and permits for one/ 
two day excursions to surrounding areas. A wonderful 2 day 
exc. into the Carpathian Mts. makes this the best experience! 


tw from $2900 


Phone: 973-378-8998 
www.scopetravel.com 


Departures: May 17, Jul 11, Aug 22 and Sep 11, 2008. 
HUTSUL FESTIVAL TOUR | 


via Lot Polish Airlines from New York 
13 Day All Inclusive Tour 

This year, the Hutsul Festival is in Vyzhnytsia and brings 
together the finest dancers, entertainers and craftmakers 
from the region. This tour includes Kyiv for Independence 
Day Celebrations and L'viv! 


Only ONE departure: 


WESTERN UKRAINE + Krakow 


via Czech Airlines from New York 

15 Day All Inclusive Tour 

Kyiv, L’viv, Yaremche and Chernivtsi 
Г of Ukraine + Carpathian Mts and Bukovyna — also includes: 
у Ivano Frankivsk, Kolomyja and Kamianets Podilsky 


Departures: Jun 25 and Aug 06, 2008 
Scope Travel Inc. 101 S. Centre St. So. Orange, NJ 07079 


tw $3375 


Aug 22, 2008 


tw $4075 
— the two capitals 


Toll Free: 877-357-0436 
scope@scopetravel.com 
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Виборча кампанія в Києві: 
застосування брудних 
технологій «зашкалює» 


Кирило Булкін, Радіо Свобода 

Після жеребкування у київському тер- 
виборчкомі партії та блоки, що висунули 
свої списки до Київради, отримали місця у 
виборчому бюлетені: від першого номеру 
до 37. Однак реальних претендентів на 
подолання прохідного бар'єру не більше 
десятка. Натомість у списку цілий букет 
проектів-одноденок - продуктів не дуже 
чесних виборчих технологій. 

Київський тервиборчком задовольнив 
заяву блоку «Київський прорив» на чолі з 
такою собі Вірою Тимошенко щодо його 
перейменування на «Блок Тимошенко - 
Київський прорив». 

Ще раніше був зареєстрований блок 
Омельченка Олександра Олександровича, 
який не має ніякого стосунку до колиш- 
нього мера столиці (останній, натомість, 
очолює блок Олександра Омельченка). 

Це лише два приклади створення так 
званих «клонів» - технології, за допомогою 
якої кандидати намагаються відібрати 
частки відсотка в опонентів, сподіваючись 
на помилку неуважних виборців. 

Нечесні прийоми передвиборної бороть- 
би далеко не обмежуються «клонуванням». 
Спосіб, у який політики поводяться зі ЗМІ, 
нагадує найгірші часи перед Помаранчевою 
революцією, тільки тепер замість цензури, 
залякування й інших чинників прямого 
тиску використовують грубі гроші. 

«Винахідливі» кандидати в мери обійшли 
також законодавчі норми, пов'язані з 
терміном початку кампанії та розміром 
виборчого фонду. 

Директор Інституту масової інформації 
Вікторія Сюмар зазначає: «Вибори стар- 
тували значно раніше, ніж це передбачено 
законодавством. Кандидати розвісили свої 
портрети 1, фактично, свою виборчу агі- 
тацію на білбордах по всьому місту з поси- 
ланням, що це, мовляв, інтерв'ю якомусь 


ЗМІ. Безумовно, це є непрямим порушен- 
ням, за яке не притягнеш до відповідаль- 
ності, але, очевидно, це є використання 
медіа. Ну й, звичайно, найбрудніша 
технологія - це так звана «джинса», домов- 
леності зі власниками ЗМІ. На багатьох 
каналах існує табу: погано про чинного ме- 
ра ми не говоримо або власники ЗМІ визна- 
чаються з підтримкою якогось кандидата». 

Слова Вікторії Сюмар підтверджує й 
голова Незалежної київської медіа-проф- 
спілки Михайлина Скорик. При цьому вона 
посилається на дані дослідження, яке проф- 
спілка проводить у рамках журналістської 
кампанії «Не продаємось». 

«Квітень став місяцем найбільшої джин- 
си у 2008 році. Політики намагаються по- 
трапити в Київраду, завоювавши голоси 
виборців тим, що розказують, які вони 
хороші, платячи за це шалені суми», - зау- 
важила Михайлина Скорик. 

У травні, каже вона, передвиборна 
кампанія набуде ще більшого розмаху, ніж 
у квітні. Відповідно, більше застосовува- 
тимуть і брудних технологій. 

Чи можна схопити за руку, скажімо, полі- 
тиків та власників ЗМІ під час укладання 
корупційної змови? Член клубу мерів Ук- 
раїни, директор Центру місцевої демократії 
при Інституті демократії імені Пилипа 
Орлика Олександр Мосіюк вважає, що це 
нереально. 

«На превеликий жаль, наша правова 
система абсолютно нездатна в боротьбі 3 
такими порушеннями. Але у виборців є 
можливість винести свій вирок під час 
голосування», - наголосив Олександр 
Мосіюк. 

Для цього, звісно, вони мають не заплу- 
татися в довжелезному i сповненому клонів 
та проектів-одноденок списку партій та 
блоків. I в другому, що міститиме 79 
прізвищ кандидатів на посаду мера. 


Кличко хоче 
Київ на Прагу 


(Новинар/ УНІАН) -Кандидат на посаду 
мера Києва Віталій Кличко 23 квітня 
представив свою команду 1 Стратегію 
розвитку Києва Обличчям до киян. 

Як повідомили у прес-службі Блоку 
Кличка, пріоритетом у діяльності своєї 
команди після виборів Кличко назвав 
проведення системних реформи у місті та 
покращення життя киян. 

За його словами, Київ і досі не має стра- 
тегії розвитку, тому в Блоці Кличка була 
розроблена програма розвитку столиці на 
20 років, яка передбачає вирішення 
основних проблем міста. 

"У нас катастрофічні проблеми з зато- 
рами, з інженерними комунікаціями та з 
якістю житлово-комунальних послуг. По 
кожній з подібних проблем ми маємо рі- 
шення, ми пропонуємо конкретні меха- 
нізми виведення міста з системної кризи", 
- сказав Кличко. 

Він переконаний, що реалізація програми 
Обличчям до киян дозволить Києву на- 
близитись до таких міст як Прага чи Копен- 
гаген. 


перетворити 
чи Копенгаген 


Кандидат у мери зазначив, що до своєї 
команди він запрошував людей за двома 
основними принципами: високі моральні 
якості та професіоналізм. 

Він, зокрема, зазначив, що Дмитро Ан-- 
дрієвский у його команді відповідатиме за 
бюджетну та інвестиційну політику, 
Наталія Новак - за реалізацію соціальної 
та гуманітарної політики у місті, Анатолій 
Коваленко - за екологічну безпеку киян та 
посилення ролі громад міста, Іван Плачков 
— за питання енергетичної політики та клю-- 
чові питання життєдіяльності столиці. 

Довіреними особами Кличка стали фі- 
нансист Ігор Юшко, колишній керівник Ha— 
ціонального центрального бюро Інтерполу, 
народний депутат Кирило Куликов і відо- 
мий філософ, академік Мирослав Попович. 

За даними тервиборчкому, на посаду 
мера і кандидатів в депутати Київради було 
висунуто 142 претенденти від 31 партії 1 
блоку. Нагадаємо, Рада призначила поза-- 
чергові вибори мера Києва і Київради, 
проведення яких заплановане на 25 травня. 


Ющенко попросив Тимошенко провести 
українське телебачення в Крим 


(Новинар/РБК-Україна)- -Президент 
направив листа прем'єру, в якому попросив 
зменшити негативний інформаційний 
вплив у Криму з боку сусідніх держав. 

Як повідомила прес-служба глави дер- 
жави, Віктор Ющенко вважає, що такі об- 
ставини вимагають ефективних дій органів 
державної влади, насамперед Кабінету 
міністрів щодо формування національної 
інформаційної політики, 

У зв'язку з цим, глава держави ставить 


завдання у двотижневий термін забезпечи- 
ти доступність в Криму та в Севастополі 
загальнонаціональних засобів масової ін- 
формації, а також охоплення гірських се- 
лищ та віддалених сіл Криму загальнонаці- 
ональними програмами ефірного мовлення. 
Уряд має спільно з Національною радою з 
питань телебачення і радіомовлення, Радою 
міністрів Криму вжити заходів щодо роз- 
в'язання проблем інформаційного забез- 
печення Криму. 
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Українська ікона: хто на 


неї полює і AK 


Надія Петрів, Радіо Свобода 

Сотні ікон щороку зловмисники викра- 
дають із храмів, монастирів та навіть при-- 
ватних колекцій. Закарпатські фахівці Ka— 
жуть, останнім часом цінність цього виду 
мистецтва особливо зросла в ціні, чимало 
європейських колекціонерів полюють за 
іконами. Митники й прикордонники пере-- 
конують, що про це знають i, за можли- 
вості, старовинні образи не дають виво- 
зити, вилучають їх у контрабандистів і 
передають до музеїв. 

Сотні ікон потрапили до Закарпатського 
обласного художнього музею імені Йосипа 
Бокшая за час його існування - це трохи 
більше, ніж за півстоліття. Передавали їх 
в основному із закарпатських митниць, на 
яких затримували зловмисників, котрі 
хотіли таємно вивезти за кордон ці твори 
мистецтва. 

Директор музею Олег Зайцев зазначає, 
що перевозили такі ікони переважно в 
спеціальних схованках, обладнаних у aBTO— 
мобілях, порожнинах потягів тощо. Скіль-- 
ки таким чином вивезено раритетів, навіть 
уявити важко, особливо якщо врахувати 
бодай те, наскільки великою є кількість 
конфіскованих їкон прикордонниками та 
митниками. 

«Завсю історію музею близько 500 ікон 
нам передали. Були роки, коли було багато, 
були роки, коли затримували одиниці. Торік 
усього кілька ікон передали, цього року ще 
жодної», - розповів Олег Зайцев. 

Науковець музею Людмила Біксей 3ay— 
важила, що нині в антикварних крамницях 
Франції, Німеччини, Австрії можна 
побачити справді унікальні ікони, написані 
слов'янськими майстрами чи народними 
умільцями. А з тих, котрим за кордон так і 
не дали потрапити, нещодавно Художній 
музей навіть організував виставку. При 
цьому музейні працівники наголошують, 


її вберегти? 


що показали лише частинку, Нині у фондах 
музею рідкісні, унікальні ікони, про 
справжню цінність яких навіть науковці та 
мистецтвознавці не знають. Всі ці твори ще 
чекають на дослідників. 

«До нас потрапила велика кількість ікон, 
які ще потребують оброблення, наукового 
вивчення, ми ще повинні все це дослідити, 
роздивитися кожну ікону, адже вони 
потрапляли до нас часом і в неналежному 
стані. І, чесно кажучи, у нас і руки не 
доходили до того, щоб описати всі такі 
ікони...», - зазначила Людмила Біксей. 

Кандидат історичних наук, доктор мис- 
тецтвознавства, член Національної спілки 
художників України Михайло Белень 
переконує, що дедалі більшої ваги на рівні 
світового сакрального мистецтва набуває 
закарпатська ікона. Переважно малювали 
їх вихідці з народу, художники від Бога, 
імена яких до сьогодні майже не збе- 
реглися. Михайло Белень каже, лише в 
цьому столітті уже сотні ікон викрали з 
церков, монастирів і просто приватних 
будинків. Це тому, що закарпатській іконі 
немає ціни через її унікальність. 

«Карпатський ареал i наша ікона Camo— 
бутня, народна, вона дуже цікава скупим 
кольоровирішенням, унікальним примі- 
тивним малюнком, а сюжети взагалі не 
схожі на сюжети жодного регіону, це тільки 
закарпатське. Там специфічне трактування 
рук, ніг, лики святих, декоративність одягу 
й тому подібне. Таке тільки в карпатському 
ареалі може бути!», - наголосив Белень. 

За словами мистецтвознавців, ікони й 
подібні до них унікальні речі народного 
мистецтва крастимуть i вивозитимуть 3a 
кордон і надалі, якщо у влади не дійдуть 
руки до інвентаризації цього культурного 
надбання. А також поки не створять 
каталогів ікон, але найголовніше - слід 
забезпечити їм належну охорону. 


Добкін встановить у Харкові 
пам'ятник жертвам УПА 


(Новинар/УНІАН)- Міський голова 
Харкова Михайло Добкін обіцяє встано- 
вити у Харкові пам'ятник «жертвам, які по- 
лягли від рук вояків Української повстан- 
ської армії». 

Про це йдеться у коментарі Добкіна з 
приводу ухвали Харківської міськради 
щодо законності встановлення пам'ятного 
знаку на честь воїнів УПА в Молодіжному 
парку Харкова. | 

«Оберемо гідне місце і встановимо. Це 
також буде серед того, що ми робимо для 
тих харків'ян, які лише готуються стати 
дорослими людьми, для того, щоб ми не 
втратили ціле покоління, яке намагаються 
виховувати на прикладах Шухевича та 
інших», - цитують Добкіна. 

Як повідомлялося, 16 квітня на сесії 
міськради депутати ухвалили рішення від- 
мінити рішення міськради від 30.09.1992 
року, яким була дана згода на встановлення 


пам'ятного знаку на честь 50-річчя Укра- 
їнської Повстанської Армії в Молодіжному 
парку Харкова. 

Тоді Михайло Добкін заявив про намір 
встановити пам'ятник тим, «кого УПА за- 
мучило на Західній Україні, виконуючи 
свою злочинну місію». 

Протягом багатьох років поблизу пам'ят- 
ного знака воїнам УПА представники 
національно-демократичних сил області 
проводили акції на честь вшанування УПА, 
жертв політичних репресій і проти злочинів 
тоталітарного режиму. 

14 жовтня 2006 року біля пам'ятного зна- 
ка сталися сутички, спровоковані, зокрема, 
представниками лівих сил і Партії регіонів. 

Роком раніше пам'ятний знак воїнам 
УПА був знесений, відповідальність за це 
взяла на себе російська організація Євра- 
зійський союз молоді. 


У HY-HC не виключають розпаду коаліції 


(УНІАН )--Народний депутат від НУ- 
НС Роман Зварич не виключає можливості 
розпаду коаліції. 

Зокрема, відповідаючи на запитання 
«Главреда», чи з'явилася в парламентській 
фракції НУ-НС більшість, котра може 
проголосувати за вихід з коаліції, Зварич 
відповів негативно, але не виключив такої 
можливості в майбутньому. Він сказав: 
«Поки що немає. Але обставини можуть і 
змінитися». 

За його словами, на сьогодні в НУ-НС 
немає більшості для виходу з коаліції, але 
якщо не будуть виконані принципові 30— 
бов'язання, що містяться в коаліційній yro— 
ді, це буде викликом для коаліції. «Такі вик-- 
лики могли б спровокувати відповідне рі-- 
шення нашої фракції. Я дуже не хотів би, 
щоб це відбулося», - зазначив Зварич. 

Депутат нагадав, що в коаліційній угоді 


є принципова норма, котра допомагає 
зберегти коаліцію в таких умовах, як зараз. 
Ця норма передбачає, що коаліція голосує 
в сесійному залі парламенту ті питання, які 
підтримують обидві фракції (HY-HC 1 
БЮТ), зазначив він. 

«Ці принципові питання містяться в усій 
коаліційній угоді. Ця угода писалася на MO— 
єму комп'ютері, і я її знаю досконало. Для 
виконання коаліційних зобов'язань відве- 
дено п'ять років», - підкреслив Зварич. 

Відповідаючи на запитання, чи може ста- 
ти причиною розпаду коаліції створення 
БЮТ і Партією регіонів Тимчасової спеці - 
альної комісії ВР по внесенню змін до Кон- 
ституції, Зварич сказав, що поки що рано 
обговорювати це питання. «Якщо виникне 
відповідна ситуація, НУ-НС прийматиме 
рішення. Зараз же нам немає про що TOBO— 
рити, адже немає відповідної ситуації». 
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No more “Back in the |Shadows the big hit at 
USSR” for McCartney 


Ex-Beatle to play Independence Concert at Maidan 


(UkrNews)—Forty years ago, the biggest-selling 
popular music songwriter in history penned the lyrics: 
“Well, the Ukraine girls really knock me out — they 
leave the West behind.” 

On June 14 he’ll have all the Ukraine girls he could 
want — listening rapturously in the audience. 

April 24 in Kyiv, Ukrainian tycoon Viktor Pinchuk, 
the son-in-law of former President Leonid Kuchma, 
announced that Sir Paul McCartney will play an Inde- 
pendence Concert at Kyiv’ “Independence Square 
(Maidan Nezalezhnosti)” June 14. 

“After a long break, the first big solo concert by Paul 
will take place in Kyiv,” he said. 

Admission is free for all, and live broadcast of the 
concert will be arranged by Novyi Channel without 
commercial interruptions, Pinchuk added. 

A few screens showing the concert will be installed 
in a number of cities of Ukraine, reported the Ukrai- 
nian News Agency. 

Pinchuk said Ukraine had been waiting for many 
years for Sir Paul to visit. 

“For the first time we have the opportunity to hear 
the songs that changed the world and created a new 
culture,” he said. “The songs that we grew up with and 
became who we are.” 

According to Pinchuk, the music by Beatles was a 
symbol of freedom for the whole generation of Ukrai- 
nian people and it may contribute to the idea of unity 
of Ukrainians. 

“If the politicians cannot unite us, then he 
[McCartney] can make his contribution,” Pinchuk said. 

A short film with McCartney was screened at the 
press conference in which he invited everyone to visit 


‘ful place — not “Back in... 


his concert. 

“And let rock-and-roll rhythms unite us all,” 
McCartney said in the film. 

“I’m very excited because оп the 14th of June I’ve 
been invited to play a concert in Independence Square, 
Kyiv. Me and the band are going to be there and we’re 
going to have to a great evening and we hope to see 
you there. So come along, it’s going to be great evening 
hopefully for Ukraine. Pull together, groove, rock and 
roll — all together,” he continued, according to UNIAN 

A joint statement from Sir Paul and the Viktor 
Pinchuk Foundation clearly put the USSR in its right- 
?, but “Yesterday”. 

“The ideology and spirit of The Beatles helped build 
the democratic aspirations for much of the Soviet soci- 
ety and eventually led to the peaceful collapse of the 
USSR and the independence of the former Soviet re- 
publics,” it stated. 

“Independence Concert appeals to the ideals that 
helped 30 years ago to melt down the ice of the “cold 
war in the hearts of millions and changed the world 
into a better place. Today the ideology that forms the 
core of Ukrainian independence is shared with Paul 
McCartney’s own ideology. Independence Concert 
serves to promote happiness, freedom, love and peace 
not only in Ukraine but also to the entire World.” 

In addition to the concert the Victor Pinchuk Foun- 
dation will also be exhibiting 40 of Paul’s paintings at 
the Pinchuk Art Centre, the largest in Eastern Europe. 
This will be Paul’s first exhibition in this part of the 
world. His first art exhibition was in Siege, Germany 
in 1999. Paul will personally open the exhibition, re- 
ported the BBC. 


Murmuring Forest exemplifies contemporary 
classical music with a Ukrainian flavour 


Review By Denis Hlynka 

Boris Tchaikovsky (1925-1996) Symphony No. 1 е Suite: 
The Murmuring Forest е Suite: After the Ball Naxos 
8.570195 

A recently released Naxos CD features the work of 
Russian composer Boris Tchaikovsky, who is no rela- 
tion to the famous Peter Ilich Tchaikovsky. 

Included on the CD is a 13-minute suite composed 
originally for a radio drama based on the novelette The 
Murmuring Forest by Vladimir Korolenko (1853- 
1921). The Murmuring Forest is one of Korolenko’s 
well known Ukrainian stories. While the concept of 
film music has become quite acceptable to the general 
public, and indeed is the one place where “classical” 
music is tolerated and even admired, it is still some- 
what unusual to think about music for radio drama as a 
genre of its own. Of course there are exceptions, rang- 
ing from the pastiche scores made so popular by George 
W. Trendle’s The Lone Ranger series, which borrowed 
from Liszt, Rossini and Mendelssohn to the “radio scor- 
ing” technique of Bernard Hermann for Orson Welles’ 
Mercury Theatre of the Air. (At least one Lone Ranger 
TV program actually uses Liszt’s Mazeppa underscor- 
ing a fight scene.) 

This is a radio score, underscoring a moody story, as 
one critic calls it, a “tale of oppression, rape and re- 
venge’’. The CD liner notes summarize the grizzly nar- 
rative: 

Deep in the woods a grandfather tells the story of his 
surrogate father, Roman, a forest-dweller from birth, 
who lived at the mercy of a cruel despotic squire. After 
receiving brutal floggings from the squire, Roman un- 
willingly concedes to marrying Oxana, a girl who has 
captured the heart of the noble Cossack Opanas, the 
squire’s steward. Roman and Oxana settle in and make 
a life for themselves. After the passage of time the 
squire, accompanied by his loyal huntsman and the 
lovelorn Opanas, returns to the Roman household. The 
squire’s visit, which he announces with his own trum- 
pet fanfare, is not an innocent one. He lustfully plans 
to seclude himself and Oxana by getting Roman dead 
drunk and dispatching him and Opanas to the forest. 
After a bout of heavy drinking Opanas sings a strangely 
beautiful song whose lyrics harbour ominous forebod- 
ings for the squire. But Opanas, on the sly, warns Ro- 
man about the squire’s insidious plot. The grandfather 
then recounts the mutinous actions of Roman and 
Opanas, whereby they drag the squire and his loyal 


huntsman into the storm-laden forest and shoot them 
both dead. Korolenko’s novel begins with the words 
7...А perpetual murmur filled these woods — steady, 
continuous, like the echo of distant chiming, serene and 
faint, like the crooning of a song, like a vague remem- 
brance of the past...” 

The orchestral suite is in five movements and runs 
some 13 minutes. This is program music in every sense, 
describing musically the main events of the story, set 
deep in a Ukrainian forest. The first movement, 
moderato (3:09) sets the stage with the orchestra por- 
traying the sounds of wind and leaves. “A perpetual 
murmur filled these woods. . like a vague remembrance 
of the past...” The opening six note-motif whether in- 
tentional or accidental is identical to the first six notes 
of Shevchenko’s Reve ta stohne, and since both depict 
storms and wind, the result is powerful. In the second 
movement, the strumming of a bandura is imitated in 
the orchestra. The third Allegro (2:19) begins with a 
trumpet sounding to announce a forest hunt, which soon 
breaks into a Cossack song by Opanas. Fourth is a molto 
vivace movement (2:03) depicting the storm at full 
height. The andante (4:20) returns to the sounds of the 
murmuring forest, and brings back the Reve ta stohne 
motif. 

The other two works on this disc include 
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony #1 and the After the Ball 
Suite. Neither have any Ukrainian connections. How- 
ever there is nevertheless an indirect Ukrainian con- 
nection: the conductor of the 40 minute symphony, 
Edward Serov, completed his musical education at the 
Kyiv Conservatory between 1959 and 1961. 

For anyone interested in contemporary classical 
music with a Ukrainian flavour, this CD is in a budget 
range that can’t be resisted...$10 at most locations. And 
always, Naxos has built its reputation on rare and im- 
portant music that is well performed. What is most sig- 
nificant is that this music is mainstream. That is, you 
won't find this CD in Ukrainian boutiques or record 
stores; you will find it instead at HMV, A&B Sound, 
and at any good classical mainstream CD outlet. More 
and more. Ukrainian music and Ukrainian themes are 
not just for us...they are for everyone who appreciates 
the classical genre. This recording is a superb example. 
Dr. Denis Hlynka is a professor in the Department of 
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning at the University 
of Manitoba, and is an associate with the Centre for 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies. 


СРВСЕ film festival 


(UkrNews)—Serhiy Paradzhanov’s 1964 classic “Shadows of Forgot- 
ten Ancestors” proved to be the favourite at this year’s Ukrainian Film 
Festival, organized by the Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of 
Edmonton. 

Adapted from a novel by Mykola Kotsyubinsky, Paradzhanoy’s extraor- 
dinary merging of myth, history, poetry, ethnography, dance, and ritual 
remains опе of the supreme works of the Soviet sound cinema, and even 
subsequent Paradzhanovy features have failed to dim its intoxicating splen- 
dors, according to film critic Jonathan Rosenbaum. 

Set in the harsh and beautiful Carpathian Mountains, the movie tells the 
story of a doomed love between a couple belonging to feuding families, 
Ivan and Marichka, and of Ivan’s life and marriage after Marichka’s death. 

“The plot is affecting, but it serves Paradzhanoy mainly as an armature 
to support the exhilarating rush of his lyrical camera movements (executed 
by master cinematographer Yuri Illyenko), his innovative use of nature 
and interiors, his deft juggling of folklore and fancy in relation to pagan 
and Christian rituals, and his astonishing handling of color and music. A 
film worthy of Dovzhenko, whose poetic vision of Ukrainian life is fre- 
quently alluded to,” says Rosenbaum. 

“Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors” was part of an April 19 double fea- 
ture, for the festival, held April 17-20. 

The other screening April 19 was “Assassination. An Autumn Murder 
in Munich” director Oles Yanchuk’s 1995 film on one of the most se- 
verely guarded secrets of the Soviet days — the post-war armed fight of 
the Ukrainian Underground Army, and the murder of Stepan Bandera, the 
prominent leader of the Ukrainian nationalistic movement. 

The film is quite authentic and captures the spirit of the era with its 
grainy black and white photography, but its most serious drawback is the 
lack of a postscript. It ends with the murder of Bandera by KGB agent 
Bohdan Stashynsky, leaving many viewers wondering what happened with 
Stashynsky. 

Stashynsky, who also murdered Ley Rebet in 1957 and had been as- 
signed to assassination of Yaroslav Stetsko in 1960, was honored by Mos- 
cow with the Order of the Red Banner, but began having second thoughts 
about his profession. Along with his new wife, who had been shocked to 
find herself married to an assassin, he defected to U.S. officials in Berlin 
in 1961 and admitted to the murder of Bandera. 

Stashynsky was given a short prison sentence for the assassinations, 
and was released in 1966, through the intervention of U.S. authorities. 

He reportedly moved with his wife to South Africa, although other ac- 
counts have him settling in the United States. 

April 20 featured another movie by Yanchuk — “The Undefeated 
(Neskorenyj)” his 2000 story of General Roman Shukhevych who led the 
fight of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) against both Nazis and So- 
viets. Set against the backdrop of an underground war, Yanchuk explores 
the complex character of Shukhevych, his revulsion at ethnic discrimina- 
tion, his love of music, his genius in combat. The film smolders with the 
passion of the man and ignites the viewer with the same fire that 
Shukhevych fueled in his countrymen — the unquenchable flame of free- 
dom. 

The festival opened April 17 with a children’s cartoon festival and two 
2007 documentaries — “The Whisperer” by U.S. director Andrea 
Odezynska and “A Man for All Canadians” by Canadian director Igor 
Loutsiouk 

“The Whisperer” is a personal documentary about a woman healer An- 
drea met оп а recent trip to Ukraine. The healer, Baba Anna, uses incanta- 
tions, herbs, water and wax to help others. 

ЗА Man for All Canadians” examines the life of Ramon John Hnatyshyn, 
the 24th Governor General of Canada, through the eyes of his family and 
friends. His story is also the legacy of the Hnatyshyn family, of how they 
came to Canada, of how they succeeded. 


Bandurists seek 
archival material 


(Living Strings) The documentary film entitled “Living Strings — The 
Story of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus seeks your support. The produc- 
tion is currently searching for audio-visual materials and archives of the 
Chorus from their inception in 1915 to subsequent emigration to North 
America in 1949. 

This would include their time in Ukraine, as well as Germany. Material 
from this period would be considered appropriate towards development 
of this historical retrospective. Any photos, newspaper clips, video, sound 
or film recordings would contribute to depicting their harrowing journey 
through these early decades. Also, any material from their tours, etc in 
North America from the period of 1949 — 1990 would be greatly appreci- 
ated. 

Photos can be sent as originals which will be scanned and returned. 
Videos and/or film can be sent and will be transferred and returned as 
well. Please contact Orest Sushko for further information. Material can be 
sent to the address below. Orest Sushko, Producer— “Living Strings’, 2901 
4th Street, Apt 214, Santa Monica, CA 90405 USA 

Email: osinla@verizon.net Phone: (310) 795-0747. 


Sheva quiet on Milan talk 


Chelsea striker will not be drawn on rumours 


By Nadia Carminati 

(SkySports)—The Serie A giants have made no secret of their desire to 
bring the Ukraine international back to Giuseppe Meazza after his diffi- 
cult time at Stamford Bridge. 

Shevchenko joined the Premier League side in a £30million deal in 
summer 2006, but has failed to make any significant impact under either 
Jose Mourinho or Avram Grant. 

The once-prolific forward enjoyed great success with Milan and has 
fond memories of his time in Italy. 

He told Sky /talia: “There has been a lot of talk about my return. But I 
am not authorised to say more than that my ties with Milan have always 
been large. 

“Tt doesn’t matter if I do or don’t come back, because this team gave me 
a lot. 

“They helped me to grow as a player and they helped me to win the 
Golden Ball and the Champions League. 

71 have great memories. The relationships with my former team-mates 
are really important and they are still strong.” 


Klitschko tells Haye to prove himself 


World champion Wladimir Klitschko told David Haye to prove himself 
before he would consider fighting him, after the Briton stormed a charity 
press conference the Ukrainian was hosting on April 26, reported Reuters. 

Haye is looking to move up to heavyweight after defeating compatriot 
Enzo Maccarinelli last month to become the undisputed cruiserweight 
champion and wants to fight Klitschko for the WBF and IBO heavyweight 
titles. 

Klitschko, however, said Haye must wait his turn after he took over a 
press conference in London held to promote “Fight for Peace’, a boxing 
initiative for children. 

“In the heavyweight division, you re nothing,” said Klitschko, who has 
mandatory fights against American Tony Thompson and Russian 
Alexsander Povetkin to come in the next year. 

“You have to prove yourself. Talk is cheap, and you have to deliver the 
service by getting in the ring, so just get in there and do your job. 

“There are guys who have been waiting over a year to fight, so there’s a 
line of people ahead of you.” 

Haye said he would emulate Evander Holyfield by stepping up from 
cruiserweight to dominate at heavyweight and told Klitschko, 32, not to 
shy away from the challenge. 

“Why are you hiding? Don’t hide,” said Haye. “Bring the fight and take 


on the main man — and that’s me.” 
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Hungary leaves 


Ukraine in 


(IMHF/UkrNews)— Ukraine lost their bid to return to 
the ПНЕ World Championship, from which they were 
relegated in 2007, after getting upset 4-2 by Hungary 
on the last day of the ITHF World Championship Divi- 
sion 1 Group В tournament in Sapporo, Japan, April 
ЩО 

Ukraine had to settle with silver and hosts Japan 
earned bronze after a 7-3 win over Estonia, who were 
relegated 

The Hungarians went into the deciding game hot as 
their chili pepper. 

They were out shooting the favourite Ukraine 19-6 
in the first period and they took a two-goal lead. Janos 
Vas scored the first goal at 10:27 and Krisztian 


Palkovics used the third Hungarian power play to ex- 


tend the lead at 19:32. 

The historic promotion seemed to be near when Imre 
Peterdi made it 3-0 for Hungary 106 seconds into the 
middle period. 

Slowly, the Ukrainians recovered from the shocker 
and there was a swing in momentum in the Tsukisamu 
Arena. Now it was Ukraine, which was out shooting 
its opponent, 18-7, in the second period. 

Oleg Blagoi got Ukraine on the scoreboard at 37:04 
and only 43 seconds later, Vitaliy Semenchenko made 
it 3-2. The fans and the teams were in for a nail-biting 
third period. 

But not much happened that could swing the score 
the other way. Both teams were extremely disciplined. 
Hungary had to survive a box play in the last two min- 
utes but they made it with the help of its goalkeeper. 
Leyente ““Szuperman” Szuper was exactly what his 
name nel GaNes. 

Marton \Vas scored the 4-2 goal, a shorthander with 
31 seconds left while Janos Vas was in the sin bin. A 

\ 


second tier 


huge relief for Hungary and the hockey world will see 
a new team in Switzerland 2009. 

This was a huge success for Hungarian hockey and 
association president Ferenc Studniczky and coach Pat 
Cortina. It will be the first appearance for the Magyars 
in a top division in 70 years. 

Hungary hasn’t played a top division World Cham- 
pionship since 1939, when they finished seventh in 
Zurich and Basle, Switzerland, where the last World 
Championship before World War II was played. 

Their best showing was 1937 in London, England, 
with a fifth place finish. 

In those days there was only one division and all 
nations that applied for participation in the ПНЕ World 
Championship came to play. In 1939, only 14 nations 
participated in the entire ПНЕ program. 

The previous day, Ukraine edged Japan 3-2 in a 
shootout. 

Japan had a 2-1 lead in the second period and it looked 
like the team could hold on and compete with Hungary 
for the promotion, but it was Ukraine that came out on 
top. 

Sergei Varlamov scored the tying goal with 51 sec- 
onds left in the second period and Dmytro Tsyrul scored 
the winning goal in the fifth round of the shootout. 

Kostiantyn Kasianchuk gave Ukraine the lead with 
a power play goal 42 seconds into the second frame, 
but Takahito Suzuki made it even four minutes later. 

The crowd of 1,879 fans at the Sapporo arena went 
into high gear when Toru Kamino gave the home 
favourites the lead at 6:49. 


Poland and Ukraine face 
mounting Euro 2012 pressure 


One year on from winning the race to hold Euro 2012, 
Poland and Ukraine are under mounting pressure from 
UEFA to step up efforts to get ready for the football 
showcase, reports Agence France Presse. 

In the face of repeated warnings from European 
football’s governing body about the mammoth task, 
both countries have been pushed on to the defensive. 

On April 18, 2007, UEFA raised eyebrows by choos- 
ing Poland and Ukraine over Italy and joint bidders 
Hungary and Croatia to host the quadrennial, 16-na- 
tion European championships. 

It will be the first time either has run a major tourna- 
ment — and in Poland it is seen as a way to improve 
the image of the domestic game, tarnished by match- 
fixing. 

It also marks UEFA’s first big foray into the ex-com- 
munist bloc, where stadiums, hotels and transport are 
undergoing a major upgrade — with an estimated price 
tag of 42 billion euros ($67 billion) in Poland and 
Ukraine. 

UEFA chief Michel Platini has been turning up the 
heat, urging the hosts to “protect the credibility” of Euro 
2012, and last month issued a new “wake-up call.” 

UEFA recently sent inspectors to Poland, but has re- 
fused to comment on their findings. 

According to leaks in the Polish press, they noted a 
“speeding up” of overall plans, but were deeply con- 
cerned about the stadiums. 

They spotlighted a “very high risk” that the new, 
55,000-seat venue for the opening match, in the heart 
of Warsaw, would not be ready. 

Michal Borowski, who is in charge of the 400-mil- 
lion-euro ($637 million) state-funded project, played 
down the worries. 

“The stadium should be delivered by 2011. That’s a 
little later than promised by the government. But there’s 
no other chance of doing it before,” he told reporters. 

UEFA also allegedly pointed to a “high risk” in the 
Baltic port of Gdansk, but saw progress in Poznan and 
Wroclaw to the west. 

Wroclaw’s mayor, Rafal Dutkiewicz, told AFP things 
were going “quite well”, with the 44,000-seat stadium 
there due to open by the end of 2010. “We'll have chal- 

lenges, but what’s nicer than challenges?” he said. 

The stadium situation looks better in Ukraine. Kyiv’s 


main ground is already being transformed into an 
85,000-seat venue for the final. 

To the east, work is winding down in Dnipropetrovsk, 
with a new 50,000-seat arena set to open this summer, 
while a similar-sized venue in Donetsk should be ready 
by the end of the year. Some local authorities are 
gloomy, however. 

“Preparations for Euro 2012 are going worse and 
much slower than they could Бе," said Donetsk’s mayor, 
Alexander Lukianchenko. 

Infrastructure remains a major worry. 

Currently, the 1,900-kilometre trip from Gdansk to 
Donetsk requires serious stamina. 

A lucky driver can do it in 23 hours — not counting 
the wait at the border — with just 23 kilometres (14 
miles) of motorway and most of the rest on single-lane 
roads. 

It’s worse by train: the trip takes 43 hours, at best. 

Despite major EU funding since the fall of commu- 
nism in 1989 and Poland’s membership of the bloc in 
2004, the country still hasn’t built a basic motorway 
network between its major cities. The situation is worse 
in Ukraine. 

Polish authorities aim to build 1,100 kilometres of 
new motorway nationwide by 2012. Since last April, 
however, they have tallied just 35 kilometres. 

Among other concerns are new airport facilities and 
hotels. 

The sluggishness was an election issue last October, 
when Poland’s liberals, led by ardent football fan 
Donald Tusk, beat the country’s conservatives. 

Polish businesses, however, complain that despite 
pledges, Tusk has done too little to cut the red tape 
hampering preparations. 

“There hasn’t been the necessary legislation to 
smooth the organisation of Euro 2012,” said employ- 
ers’ federation boss Andrzej Malinowski. 

Tusk, however, has affirmed he is 7 100-регсепі con- 
vinced” things will be fine. 

“Speaking frankly, over the past year we could have 
done much more,” said the Ukrainian Football 
Federation’s chief Grigory Surkis, blaming the politi- 
cal instability that has gripped his country. 

But striking a positive note, he said: “I’m sure we 
will succeed.” 
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Tymoshenko plays both 
ends against the middleman 


By Kostis Geropoulos, New Europe, April 21, 2008 

Under a new scheme for Russia-Ukraine natural gas 
trade, Ukraine’s state-owned company Naftogaz will 
buy gas on Russian territory from trader RosUkrEnergo, 
Ukraine’s gas princess Yulia Tymoshenko says. 

“We have removed an intermediary, UkrGazEnergo, 
on the internal market. This intermediary has virtually 
usurped, on a corrupt basis, the entire domestic market 
of Ukraine. Now we have returned the domestic gas 
market in Ukraine to Naftogaz, which will receive from 
Russia and supply the entire gas volume to Ukraine,” 
the Ukrainian prime minister was quoted by the gov- 
ernment press service as saying. 

RosUkrEnergo won’t enter Ukraine. It will be sup- 
plying gas to Naftogaz in the Russia-Ukraine border, 
Viacheslav Kniazhnytskyi, energy counsellor at 
Ukraine’s Mission to the EU, told New Europe. 
“RosUkrEnergo will deliver gas up to the Russia-Ukrai- 
nian border and then Naftogaz takes over, that’s it. They 
have no legal framework to operate within the Ukraine. 
In terms of transparency, this is a very great achieve- 
ment. My son lives in Ukraine; as а consumer we don’t 
need any intermediaries. The less we have, the better 
for the tariffs we pay for gas and electricity. So if there 
is going to be only one company in charge for distribu- 
tion so much the better for Ukraine,” Kniazhnytskyi 
said. 

Anisa Redman, an EMEA (Europe, Middle East & 
Africa) oil and gas research analyst with HSBC Bank 
in London, told New Europe it’s always good to get rid 
of the intermediaries. But, she stressed that “it’s пої 
going to be easy because there are contracts involved 
are quite complicated.” She added that Gazprom will 
eventually also get rid of RosUkrEnergo in Russia. 
Lilya Shvetsova, an analyst with Moscow’s Carnegie 
Foundation, said Tymoshenko has been very success- 
ful in dealing with Gazprom and eliminating the inter- 
mediaries. “However, the price of the Russian gas has 
been raised so Ukraine will be buying Russian gas at a 
higher price so here apparently she failed,” she told 
New Europe. 

The previous setup for Russian supplies to Ukraine 
had been criticised by Tymoshenko for corruption and 
non-transparency. The scheme involved monopoly ex- 
porter RosUkrEnergo and UkrGazEnergo. 

In Ukraine there is one transit pipeline that carries 
Russian and Central Asian gas to Europe. This pipe- 
line separates into two flows. One of them carries Rus- 


sian gas to the EU sold at a price of $280 per 1,000 
cubic metres. The second flow remains in Ukraine for 
Ukrainian consumption. This is 90 percent gas from 
Turkmenistan and 10 percent from Russia mixed to- 
gether. The cost of this gas is $180 per 1,000 cu. m. 
Ukraine consumes 40 percent less of the gas it imports 
and resells this amount to the EU at $280. “Gazprom is 
absolutely aware of this because a lot of money is made 
out of this transaction by different influential people in 
Ukraine and Russia,” a source close to Ukrainian en- 
ergy strategists who did not want to be named told New 
Europe. “It’s super income. Not just income.” He noted 
that the distribution of money and gas was done by the 
intermediary companies in Ukraine. 

Kniazhnytskyi stressed that the Ukrainian govern- 
ment wants to make these gas deals with the country of 
Ukraine for internal consumption more transparent and 
that would benefit consumers. However, Ukraine’s gov- 
ernment proposed raising by 19-49 percent the price 
of gas for households, in a move that should improve 
the finances of state energy firm Naftogaz, seeking to 
avoid default on a $500 million Eurobond. The goy- 
ernment is trying to follow a plan to rehabilitate 
Naftogaz by gradually adjusting prices and making it 
profitable, Kniazhnytskyi said, admitting that the com- 
pany was close to bankruptcy. “That’s why they have a 
plan to rehabilitate the financial status of the situation 
there. They have a problem and these are problems due 
to the fact there was special tax policy versus Naftogaz 
inside Ukraine that’s why they try to adjust it to real- 
ity,” he said, stressing that there’s absolute support in 
Ukraine for what Tymoshenko is doing. 

There are many rumours and speculations about who 
is involved on the Russian side and the Ukrainian side 
in RosUkrEnergo, including high-ranking officials. "Ті 
would never have been so successful without the par- 
ticipation of the Russian and the Ukrainian elite,” 
Shvetsova said. 

“This is a step against corruption in the gas structure,” 
Shvetsova said. “With respect to corruption, 
Tymoshenko, well, who allegedly is or was a corrupted 
person, understands properly if she wants to be a Ukrai- 
nian president she has to start the fight with corruption 
and she started a lot of positive steps against corruption.” 


NBU postpones decision on 
hryvnia revaluation 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The National Bank of Ukraine 
on April 24 postponed a decision that would allow the 
hryvnia to rapidly gain value against the U.S. dollar, 
but pledged to consider the issue again later this year. 

The move is a setback for Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, who has been advocating for a stronger 
hryvnia policy that would give the government more 
ammunition to fight excessively high inflation. 

“The hryvnia will not become weaker, because both 
the government and the NBU are conducting the right 
policies,” Tymoshenko said at a press conference, April 
23. 

“You know, even international bankers are not able 
to give an answer about [exchange rates], Tymoshenko 


said. “But I know little something about the trends, so 
I suggest you to keep savings in the national currency.” 

The hryvnia is currently allowed to trade within the 
range of 4.95 to 5.25 to the dollar, but it has been per- 
forming strongly over the past 36 months, mostly stay- 
ing at 5.05 to the dollar. 

The International Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
have been advising Ukraine to let the hryvnia gain more 
value against the dollar, a move that is expected to al- 
low curbing inflation. 

The NBU has de-facto tested the policy earlier this 
month by letting the hryvnia strengthen to 4.905 to the 
dollar in trading between commercial banks, while 
keeping the official exchange rate at 5.05 to the dollar. 


Tymoshenko says Ukraine has 
settled all gas debts to Russia 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko on April 28 told her Russian counterpart 
Viktor Zubkov in Kyiv that Ukraine has paid off its 
debts for gas delivered to Ukraine by Russia, RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service reported. 

“Over these past three months, we have been able to 
smooth out our relations, sign new contracts, and build 
practically a direct relationship [without intermediar- 
ies], Tymoshenko said. 

“Today we sent our last payment [to Russia], which 
fully settles [Ukraine’s] total debt for natural gas. And 
we can say at this time that Ukraine has paid off all of 
its debts,” she said. 


Zubkovy said that the settlement of the debt “opens 
the way to further developing solid cooperation in the 
gas sector and building a relationship for many years 
to come, with understandable, transparent contracts for 
gas supply and gas transit through Ukrainian territory.” 

Zubkovy did not provide further details. 

Neither prime minister said how much the debt 
amounted to. 

Previously, Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko 
said that Ukraine owed some $2 billion to Russia for 
gas consumed in 2008, but Tymoshenko denied that it 
was so much, instead citing a figure of nearly $900 
million. 
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NBU council chairman 
calls for increased 

monetary interventions 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The National Bank of Ukraine should more ac- 
tively use interventions to control the hryvnia exchange rate and expand 
refinancing, according to NBU council head Petro Poroshenko. 

“It's expedient to switch to an active monetary and credit policy, which 
foresees increasing the NBU’s participation on the interbank credit mar- 
ket, a considerable expansion of refinancing, firstly for crediting invest- 
ment projects. The NBU should [stick] to the forecasts on the exchange 
rate stipulated in the basis for the monetary and credit policy for 2008, 
and more actively use interventions,” he said in an interview with the 
Dzerkalo Tyzhdnia newspaper, April 21. 


Ukrainian-Russian rocket 
blasts from Baikonur 


(RIA Novosti)—A Ukrainian-Russian rocket has lifted off from the 
Baikonur space center in Kazakhstan with an Israeli communications sat- 
ellite on board, a federal space agency spokesman said on April 28. 

The Zenit-3SLB rocket was scheduled to orbit the Israeli AMOS-3 sat- 

ellite on April 24, but was hit by a number of delays. 
The $170-mln Israeli satellite is to join the AMOS-2 satellite, replacing 
AMOS-1. It will increase capacity, expand coverage, and enhance direct 
cross-Atlantic links connecting the Mideast to Europe and the U.S. East 
Coast, according to the fleetOs operator, Space Communications Ltd. 

Russia started preparations for the first launch of a three-stage Zenit- 
3SLB rocket from a land-based launch site in October last year. 

All previous launches of this type of Zenit rocket were conducted as 
part of the Sea Launch program from the Pacific Ocean. 


Business Briefs 


Restrictions on grain exports lifted 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine has lifted restrictions on exports of grain in 
anticipation of a good grain harvest later this year, ending a controversial 
measure that had been first enacted 17 months ago. The move is a major 
relief for grain traders that have campaigned for abolishing the practice 
ever since it had been slapped by the government of then Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych. 


Government financial plan for Naftogaz 

(Ukrainian Journal) —The government approved the financial plan of the 
national oil and gas company Naftogaz Ukrayiny for 2008, the company 
reported April 18. Naftogaz expects its revenues at 75.01 billion hryvnias 
($14.8 billion) in 2008, while spending is projected at 82.31 billion 
hryvnias, according to the approved financial plan. 


Naftogaz starts custom clearance 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas com- 
pany, started custom clearance of imported natural gas on April 18, the 
State Custom Service chairman Valeriy Khoroshkovskiy said. The move 
comes after law enforcement agencies have started to investigate appar- 
ently illegal imports of gas earlier this year during a dispute over gas sup- 
plies between Naftogaz and UkrGaz-Energo, a gas trader 25%-owned by 
Gazprom. 


Lukoil reopens Odesa refinery 

(Ukrainian Journal) —Russia’s oil major Lukoil restarted its Lukoi!-Odesa 
Ukrainian oil refinery after three years of major overhaul, company offi- 
cials said April 18. President Viktor Yushchenko, who attended the cer- 
emony of launching the refinery in operation, described the project as 
“extremely important” for the economy in the Odesa region, and in Ukraine. 


DTEK to modernize coal extraction 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine’s biggest privately-held power and mining 
company, Donbas Fuel-Energy Company, or DTEK, announced April 18 
it will invest 4.8 million hryynias ($950 million) in modernization of its 
coal extracting arm by 2012. The modernization of PavlohradVuhillia will 
boost its coal output by 45% to more than 18 million metric tons of coal 
annually by 2012, up from 12.36 million produced in 2007, DTEK said. 


Boryspil car plant reports loss 

(Ukrainian Journal)—The Boryspil car plant in Kyiv region, part of the 
Etalon Corporation, saw a loss of UAH4.835 million in 2007, while in 
2006 the company’s net profit was UAH4.6 million, according to a com- 
pany report on the holding of a general meeting of its shareholders sched- 
uled for June 6. As of early 2008, the company’s assets were worth 
UAH220.012 million, a 22% rise year-over-year. Its total bills receivable 
last year slightly grew, to UAH69.92 million. 


Ukraine appreciates World Bank help 

(Ukrainian Journal) —Ukraine greatly appreciates the support the World 
Bank has been rendering to Ukraine for the last 16 years, President Victor 
Yushchenko said at a meeting with World Bank Managing Director Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala in Kyiv on April 22, the presidential press service reported. 
During the meeting, parties discussed topical points of the World Bank’s 
activities in Ukraine, as well as the current tendencies of the global economy 
and their impact on Ukraine. 


Scolaway Travel 


3819 Sunset Street, Burnaby B.C. У56 1T4 
tel: 604-430-6789 toll free: 1-877-430-6789 


e-mail: Myrnatravel@shaw.ca 
Join Myrna and Lyuba, our specialist from Ivano-Frankivsk 
fora memorable tour of Ukraine. Enjoy the fresh air of the 
Carpathian Mountains and the sunlit beaches on the Black Sea 


Bring your past into the present with a fascinating insight into 
the lives of your ancestors. Architecture. History. Scenery. 
The spirit of the Ukrainian people. Experience it. 

29 April -25 May 2008 и й Є 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 
02 June - 19 June 2008 
Western Ukraine 
22 July - 16 August 2008 
Western Ukraine and Cruise 


Treat Mom to a wonderful 


Mother's Day 


Brunch 


Sunday, May 11, 2008 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm. 


Seatings in the Grand Ballroom & St. Michael Room 


Adults $26.95 + cst 
Seniors $24.95 + cst 
Children (5-12) $14.95 + сзт 


Children (under 5) Free 
Live Entertainment 
Reservations: 453.6504 


Mother’s Day Ukrainian Dinner Buffet 
Royal Coach Dining Room 
5:00 - 8:30 рт 453.6508 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, АВ T5G 3A1 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 
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The artists featured at the UNF-UWO Art Fair. Left to Right: Valeri Semenko, Marian 


Stefan Melnychenko, Oksana Movchan, Iryna Karpenko. 


Six artists featured at UNF 


(UkrNews)—The works of six 
Edmonton artists were featured at 
the Ukrainian Art Fair Exhibit and 
Sale, presented by the Ukrainian 
National federation and the Ukrai- 
nian Women’s Organization at the 
UNF Hall in Edmonton, April 19- 
20. 

The artists were: Ihor Dmytruk, 
Iryna Karpenko, Stefan 
Melnychenko, Oksana Movchan, 
Marianna Savaryn and Valeri 
Semenko, 

Karpenko and Movchan were 
born in Ukraine during the Soviet 
regime and obtained their higher 
education after Ukraine proclaimed 
independence. Both completed the 
National Academy of Arts in Kyiv, 
under the influence of the renewed 
traditions of Mychailo Boychuk, 
Vasyl and Fedor Krychevsky, 
Anatolia Petrytskij and Gregory 
Narbut. 

Melnychenko and Semenko also 
born in Soviet Ukraine, were edu- 
cated in Lviv, a city which was able 
to keep alive age-old European ar- 
tistic traditions. Stefan graduated 
from what is now the Lviv Academy 
of fine Art, while Valeri finished 
what is now the Lviv Academy of 
Poligraphic Arts. Their mentors 
studied in Paris, Vienna, Munich, 
and Krakow, which further tied their 
Lviv experiences to Western Euro- 
pean traditions. 

Savaryn was born in Toronto to 
parents who emigrated from West- 
em Ukraine after World War Two. 


Ukrainian Catholic University 
2008 Summer Programs 


Experience an unforgettable summer! Application deadline: June 1, 2008 


| Sacred Music Summer School 


May 2 = 11, 2008 

* open to church conductors, cantors, singers, 
and those involved in post-secondary training 
of church musicians 


North American applicants should contact 
Roman Hurko at: thurko@hotmail.com 


Ukrainian Language Summer School 


June 20 - August 1, 2008 

» Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels 
* Programs divided into 3 ог 6-week study 
periods (eligible for University credit) 

3 & 6 week sessions beginning June 20 

3 week session beginning July 13 


Wwww.ucu.edu.ua/ukr/summerschools/pastoral/reg_ukr www.ucu.edu.ua/uss 


Summer School of Icon Painting 


July 8 - 26, 2008 
* Available in both Ukrainian and English 
* No previous experience is required 


www.ucu.edu.ua/ipss 


UCU SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 


vul. Svientsitskoho 17, Lviv 79011 Ukraine 


Е: ukrainiansummer@ucu.edu.ua T; (38 032) 240-9940 Е: (38 032) 240-9950 


All programs 
include 
cultural 

activities & 


na Savaryn, ог Dmytruk, 


/UWO Art Fair 


Hawrelak Park by Stefan Melnychenko. 


She completed an honors Art studio 
& history degree from the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, followed by an edu- 
cation degree from Queen’s univer- 
sity. She then began her sacred arts 
training in Pensylvania, followed 
with a 12 year apprenticeship with 
Studite monk and eminent iconog- 
rapher Juyenalij Mokrytskyj. She 
also studied with artist Myron 
Levytsky, whp came to Canada in 
1949, first to Winnipeg and in 1954 
to Toronto 

Dmytruk was born in Western 
Ukraine during the inter-war Polish 
regime. In 1949, aged 11, he immi- 
grated to Canada. He attended the 
University of Alberta, where he has 
also instructed art for many years, 
and the well-known School of fine 
Arts in Vancouver. His mentors were 
Norman Yates in Edmonton and 
Jack Shadbolt in Vancouver. 

Most of the featured artists also 
teach art. Dmytruk has for many 
years been an instructor at the U of 
A. Melnychenko taught privately 
and at the Institute of Fine Art in 
Lviv. Two years ago Karpenko to- 
gether with Semenko founded the 
art school “Barvy” for children and 
adults at the UNF hall. From 1995 
Savaryn has been teaching iconog- 
гарпу to various У 
groups and schools 
and four years ago 
opened her home 
studio for lessons. 

The works of the 
Barvy students were 
also featured at the 
Art fair and an excit- 
ing workshop for 
children and adults 
coincided with the 
opening of the ex- 
hibit 

In their address, 
delivered at that 
opening, April 19, 
Savaryn and Melny- 


honouring those Ukrainian artists 
who 60 years ago settled in 
Edmonton and with their creativity 
brought forth their talents and en- 
ergy into the arts and culture to en- 
rich our Ukrainian community. 
These were: Stefania Rudakevych- 
Baziuk, Julian Bucmaniuk, Vadym 
Dobrolizh, Vasyl Zalutsky, Ivan 
Keyvan and Julian Krajkivsky. 

“Tn difficult and unfavorable con- 
ditions these artists created a solid 
foundation for the development of 
Ukrainian art in western Canada,” 
said Savaryn in presenting the En- 
glish-language version of 
Melnychenko’s Ukrainian-language 
address 

This Edmonton based group of 
artists led an active artistic life cre- 
ating in 1957 an association called 
“The Association of Ukrainian Vi- 
sual Artists of Alberta” which was 
active for several years under the 
leadership of Bucmaniuk. 

In 1956 Keyvan was a co-founder 
of “The Ukrainian Association of 
Visual Artists of Canada” and it’s 
President from 1972-74. The central 
organization was in Toronto. This 
Arts organization remains active in 
Canada today some 52 years later and 
Melnychenko is one of its members. 


chenko noted that the 
they were also 
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Mystical Leaf by Iryna Karpenko 


